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SOCIETY UNDERSTAND today 
evolved from and dependent upon 
the family. accept this premise 
then almost anything affects 
affected family attitudes. This 
basic fact becomes very important 
vocational rehabilitation. good 
many our rehabilitation failures the 
family influence all too apparent. 
would like add, the reverse side 
the coin, that even the most super- 
ficial examination any 
case-load would suffice indicate the 
impetus and support that good family 
attitudes have contributed the major- 
ity successful rehabilitations. Never- 
theless, any critical analysis the 
failures that present the unsolved prob- 
lems, and would like concern myself 
with this negative aspect for the next 
few minutes. 

Whenever think the detri- 
mental effects family attitudes 
client progress, many frustrating ex- 
periences come every counselor’s 
mind. The two following examples il- 
lustrate situations which are quite 
common and although 
stances are entirely different they are 


Dr. Mac Farland the executive secretary 
the Virginia Commission for the Visually 
Handicapped. presented this paper 
meeting Group the American Associa- 
tion Workers for the Blind during the 
Association’s annual convention Chicago 
this past summer. 
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The Importance Family Attitudes 
Vocational Rehabilitation 


NUMBER 


DOUGLAS Mac FARLAND, Ph.D. 


similar that assistance can still 
given remedy the problem. 

The first case that young 
girl recently graduated from school 
for the blind. The girl had good 
scholastic record, 114 the 
Wechsler Bellevue Verbal Scale, light 
perception only. Although the girl did 
get around very well campus, when 
the counselor called her home 
found that she was not able 
her own community. When 
this was discussed she stated that she 
did not want walk about with 
cane dog guide because she felt 
that either aid would accentuate her 
The client wanted dictaphone 
typist and was apparently well quali- 
fied for this work. She lived, how- 
ever, rural community where op- 
portunities for office work were non- 
existent. The counselor, recognizing 
the obvious advantage 
sity for independent travel the girl 
was live and work strange 
city where there would opportuni- 
ties for employment, suggested short 
adjustment course city where 
knew employment would available 
for the girl. rejected the 
suggestion and any strvice which would 
entail using any travel aids; she re- 
iterated that these would make her 
appear abnormal. She told the coun- 
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selor that she would find her own 
job, and this conclusion was heartily 
concurred the family. 

The girl was unable find work 
home, and few months later 
the suggestion the family she moved 
her sister’s home city an- 
other state. Here the client obtained 
employment company where other 
blind persons had 
agency. The components the job 
presented difficulty for the girl, but 
the first two months employ- 
ment she had three close brushes with 
moving automobiles. This problem 
was finally brought the attention 
management. She refused any sug- 
gestion the use cane. week 
later she was knocked down car, 
luckily suffering only slight injuries. 
The driver, unfortunately, suffered 
heart attack result the accident. 
The incident was given 
city and culminated the recommen- 
dation that the city council pass 
ordinance requiring that every blind 
person carry cane which clearly iden- 
tifies him the motorist. 

The second case that blinded 
veteran for whom adjustment was very 
difficult. After several years idleness 
the client asked aided set- 
ting vending stand. The original 
site chosen him was not lucrative 
enough afford livelihood. The 
counselor made contact with large 
local paper plant, the only industry 
bility placing snack bar the 
plant. Management 
and plans were formulated obtain 
the necessary training for the client. 
The training meant leaving home and 
spending several months another 
part the state. Both the client and 
his wife recognized the need for train- 
ing, and the wife especially was 
pleased with the prospect her hus- 


band having something which 
interested him and would take him 
out the home during the day. Ap- 
parently the long period idleness 
was having its effect both them. 
The man was very capable and ap- 
plied himself diligently. Unfortunately 
for everyone concerned 
which had been expecting expansion, 
found instead that was faced with 
change production plans from 
the parent company. Additional con- 
struction which was already under 
working force ultimately was reduced 
per cent. The client was apprised 
the change, and the very limited 
opportunities his home community 
were carefully pointed out. was 
quick recognize the problem and 
asked considered for vending 
When opening became available 
was unable accept because his 
wife refused move from the small 
town where they were residing. She 
preferred that wait for opening 
close by, even though quite ap- 
parent that such opportunity may 
never come. 

have deliberately chosen not 
introduce cases which involve com- 
physical and emotional facets. 
Many other more graphic examples 
come mind, but they are much too 
involved discuss the short period 
time allotted. analyzing the data 
for these two case summaries, several 
casual factors are suggested. 
first case the problem might have been 
eliminated the counselor 
worked with the parents before the 
girl returned from school. Perhaps the 
school, itself, had recognized the 
problem early, could have done much 
overcome it. The attitude shame 
regarding certain symbols 
ness well known; has also been 
well established that reactions fam- 
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ily friends and neighbors can have pro- 
found influence such attitude. 
The problem here not failure 
recognize difficulty, but inability 
cope with adequately. The second 
repeated many times under different 
circumstances and with variety 
family members involved, but with the 
same static results. Anyone here today 
chology and understanding so- 
cial casework could give 
possible causes for both failures and 
number methods for successfully 
treating the problems. 

Obviously the are 
aware and much concerned with 
the importance family attitudes 
the achievement rehabilitation 
goals, but there are two major ob- 
stacles for the counselor coping with 
adverse family attitudes: 

one can all things all 
people. Family counseling 
cialty that not necessary the 
average counselor’s body skills. 

Another obstacle lack time. 
Family casework separate discipline 
and cannot accomplished piecemeal 
worker whose training and respon- 
sibilities are another field. 

have talked about teamwork 
over the past few years such ex- 
tent that some are tired 
hearing the word. This would seem 
like the ideal time launch into 
another tirade, but teamwork doesn’t 
supply the whole answer. Where you 
have excellent family casework agen- 
cies nearby and you are operating 
urban setting, development com- 
munity resources may the solution, 
but many operate over state- 
wide area. Family services are not uni- 
form everywhere the state and com- 
pletely lacking some rural sections. 
For some agencies the answer may lie 
the use the home teaching staff, 
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but view the tremendous case 
loads these workers carry 
this solution would appear unrealistic. 
Busy home teachers would have just 
little time for family casework 
the counselor. Social 
tached adjustment centers can 
wonderful job with those who reach 
the center, but many clients who are 
candidates for vocational rehabilita- 
tion never reach the center. 

The only practical approach that 
appears after reviewing several 
solutions the problem employ 
specialist the staff who con- 
centrates exclusively this phase 
the work. Adding specialists easy 
money but complete 
agency coverage here could very 
costly. The only way would feas- 
ible initiate service this kind 
for most have the additional 
staff make full use existing facili- 
ties acting consultants local per- 
sonnel, and only handling cases di- 
rect where help available. 
not have any figures the percent- 
age rehabilitation failures which 
stem from poor family attitudes, but 
cursory review your 
fully closed cases will show you the mag- 
nitude the problem. 

may that some you attend- 
ing this convention have experiment- 
extensively with the solution 
this problem, and this so, your 
findings would invaluable the 
rest us. For the majority, however, 
the problem knotty one not yet 
successfully tackled. result P.L. 
565 money has been made available 
for research and demonstration pro- 
jects. might well explore this 
avenue support for research 
family attitudes, what can done 
develop them asset reha- 
bilitation, and what need cope 
successfully with adverse family pres- 
sures. 
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and 
answers 


CHARLES RITTER 


TRY answer the repeated 
questions which are arising con- 
sequence the growing interest 
low vision aids that these notes have 
been prepared. Hopefully, will help 
let down gently those whom false 
hopes have been raised. may also 
demonstrate others that the solu- 
tions will not what they may have 
wished. There magic the de- 
vices which have been publicized. They 
will not restore normal vision. What 
they may will brought out the 
text develops. 

When newspapers, radio television 
attribute some new type lens 
remarkable success enabling blind 
people read, false impressions and 
groundless hopes are raised many 
minds. For the public large blind- 
ness still means what the dictionaries 
say: absence sight. One must consult 
encyclopedia for correct definition. 

person termed blind when, wear- 
ing proper corrective glasses, able 
with the better eye than the normal eye 
can see 200 feet, his field 
vision, regardless central sight, 
greater than degrees. Visual 
acuity expressed usually terms 


frequent writer optical aids and low 
vision problems, Mr. Ritter consultant 
special aids and appliances the American 
Foundation for the Blind. 
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eye chart performance. Thus normal 
sight 20/20, and the sight person 
who just inside the definition 
blindness 20/200. Many people who 
wear glasses have more than 20/200 
without their glasses, but see normally 
when their glasses are worn. Such per- 
sons, obviously, are not considered 
blind. only when corrective lenses 
improve the sight more than 
20/200 that the person said 
blind. 

The first figure these “fractions” 
indicates the distance which the 
tests are made. The second figure in- 
dicates the size the smallest type 
that can read that distance 
terms how far the normal eye should 
able see the same type. The top 
(largest) character the standard eye 
chart, then, the 200-foot character 
can read the normal eye 
200 feet; the second line characters 
usually size that visible the 
normal eye 100 feet; and on. 

When blind person, wearing his 
glasses (if glasses help) cannot even 
decipher the 200-foot character 
the chart. His eyesight will then 
described 15/200, 10/200, 5/200, 
even 2/200, depending how close 
must decipher the top letter 
the chart. Below 2/200, the eye report 
may read “fingers inches” 
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one foot, which means that the person 
can count the fingers that 
distance. still less sight remains, the 
report may read “light projection,” 
which means that large objects can 
detected, “light perception,” which 
about what the normal eye has with 
the lids closed, “totally blind,” which, 
course, means that even lights are 
not sensed visually. 

Below 2/200, very few can en- 
abled even deciper words, 
low about 4/200 the devices which may 
(but are not always) helpful tend 
difficult use. The vast bulk 
those who are enabled read with 
magnifying lenses fall above the 5/200 
category. The lenses used these in- 
stances are not “corrective” lenses. With 
sufficiently powerful telescope, for 
example, blind person (according 
this definition) may able read 
the smallest print the eye chart. But 
the telescope has mounted 
tripod held very steady hand, 
would ridiculous say that vision 
was “corrected” 20/10. 

Clearly, know only that 
dividual measures 10/200 Snellen 
Chart test tells little about the actual 
eyesight. One individual may have 
blind spot the center, another may 
see best the center and have poor 
side vision. Some will have scattered 
spots useful vision, others will ex- 
perience general cloudiness. Some 
the problems selecting optical 
aid hinge these differences. 


WHAT MEANT 
CORRECTIVE GLASSES? 


The eye beautifully intricate, 
constantly changing organ which con- 
sists basically retina (that thin 
fantastic membrane the back the 
eyeball which converts light into ner- 
vous impulses) and optical components 
focus images the retina. The two 
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main components the 
tem are the cornea and the crystalline 
lens. 

The crystalline lens has the faculty 
changing shape focus images 
the retina. Objects feet more 
are normally focus when the crystal- 
line lens relaxed. With normal aging 
processes this lens continues grow, 
and loses gradually its ability 
change shape. That why, time, 
people with perfect eyesight will re- 
quire reading glasses for close work. 

almost all cases, however, the 
optics the eye are not standard. 
Some eyes are hypermetropic far- 
sighted. Here the optics are insufficient 
place the image sharply the retina 
except for distant objects. children, 
especially, since the crystalline lens can 
change shape much, far-sightedness 
may undetected. The strength 
the eye can supplemented with con- 
vex plus lenses, that the crystal- 
line lens need not subjected over- 
work. 

other eyes, the optical system 
the eye too strong place sharp 
image the retina. The image sharp 
ahead the retina. Such eyes are 
nearsighted, myopic. The strength 
such eyes can reduced concave 
minus lenses. The image, course, 
can also shifted backward bring- 
ing the object closer the eye, but 
distant objects can only seen sharply 
when some the power the eye 
cancelled. 

There third kind error: irregu- 
larities the optical system the eye. 
These show slight severe blur- 
ring lines going one direction 
the other. This called astigmatism 
and can usually corrected using 
cylinder lenses placed the proper 
angle. When the astigmatism severe 
and due irregularities the front 
surface the cornea, contact lenses 
sometimes offer the ideal correction. 


447 


The important difference between 
these lenses and those discussed 
later depends function. corrective 
lens used basically overcome re- 
fractive errors the eye and sharpen 
the image the retina rather than 
enlarge it. 


WHAT MEANT 
MAGNIFYING LENS? 


Any convex lens 
lens. used for correcting errors 
the eye, however, not being 
used magnifying lens. Persons who 
have had cataracts removed are given 
lenses about strong the average 
“Sherlock Holmes” type hand mag- 
nifier, but their case, this re- 
place the clouded crystalline lens; 
not magnifier. 

Magnification depends the curva- 
ture the lens. slab cut from 
glass plastic rod, will magnify 
one direction. That is, held 
across page, parallel the lines 
print, will magnify the height the 
letters and not their width. 
turned the other way, will make the 
letters wider but not higher. mag- 
nify all directions, 
curved surface needed equivalent 
slab from ball. slab from both 
sides the ball laid flat flat will 
double the magnification but the dis- 
tortion the edges will greater. 
The smaller the spheres from which 
these slabs could taken, the stronger 
the magnification. That why not 
possible have big, strong magnifier. 
the strength required must come 
from one-inch sphere, 
magnifier that strength thus obvi- 
ously not possible. 

Another property lenses their 
focus. 10-power lens, for example, 
focuses about one inch. Unless 
less than inch from object, 
cannot focussed that object. 
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5-power lens focuses inches; 
2-power one inches, and on. 
Doctors find convenient describe 
lenses terms their focal length, 
and the term they use diopters. 
1/10 meter. So, the stronger the lens, 
the closer the focus must be. 


HOW MUCH DOES LENS 
MAGNIFY? 


The “power” lens terms 
magnification depends convention. 
When refer 10-power lens, 
not mean that makes the object 
ten times large really is. What 
mean that makes the retinal 
image ten times large would 
viewed the object with the naked 
eye (or through corrective lens) 
distance inches. Magnification, 
general, described ratio between 
the size the image placed the 
retina the magnifying device and 
the size the image the retina when 
viewed normally. 

determine the power lens 
whose strength known diopters 
divide: 


Diopters 
Magnification. 


determine the dioptric strength 
magnifier whose power known, 
multiply: Power Diopters. If, 
some advocate, different distance 
used base inches, which 
normal reading distance—then 
the formulae would change. 

Not only does the working distance 
decrease the strength the lens in- 
creases, but the depth field also de- 
creases. With weak lens, the page 
can moved back and forth for inches 
without serious blurring. When the 
lens really strong, quarter inch 
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movement may blur out the text en- 
tirely. This true the extent that 
the eye can longer scan line, but 
the page the lens itself must 
moved back and forth from side side. 


WHY DON’T CORRECTIVE 
GLASSES ALWAYS HELP? 


Corrective glasses, has been said, 
are directed toward placing sharp 
image the retina. the cornea 
opaque translucent, the lens 
cloudy, there are opacities cloudi- 
ness the inside the eyeball (the 
vitreous humor), the retina itself has 
deteriorated, various things have 
happened the optic pathways 
the visual cortex, optical correction 
best partially helpful. 
advantage often results, however, the 
retinal image sufficiently enlarged. 


SHOULD YOU SEEN 
OPHTHALMOLOGIST 
(OR OCULIST)? 


All persons over the age forty 
should checked periodically 
ophthalmologist. Certainly, whenever 
the eyesight impaired the point 
where corrective glasses will not restore 
normal vision, ophthalmologist, who 
physician specializing the medi- 
cal and surgical treatment the eyes, 
should consulted. 

This important because there are 
eye conditions which are entirely pain- 


less, yet not treated may lead total 
blindness. 


HOW CAN YOU LOCATE 
OPHTHALMOLOGIST? 


many cases, your family physician 
can refer you accredited ophthal- 
mologist. most counties there are 
medical societies and your physician 
can refer you the secretary. The secre- 
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tary the county society can tell you 
the names the ophthalmologists 
your vicinity. Hospitals also can give 
you this information. 


THERE CURE 
FOR CATARACTS? 


This question often asked and, 
contrary some publicity, the only 
way date restoring vision 
surgery. Whether surgery 
recommended any given case will de- 
pend the ophthalmologist’s findings. 


WHAT YOU 
AFTER YOU HAVE VISITED 
OPHTHALMOLOGIST? 


After visiting the ophthalmologist, 
determines that you can not 
helped medical surgical treat- 
ment, will proceed examine you 
determine special low vision 
spectacles will benefit may 
refer you optometrist your com- 
munity make this examination and 
provide the spectacles that will 
greatest benefit you. 


WHAT KIND GLASSES 
WILL HELP WALKING? 


general, ordinary glasses are the 
best that can offered for travel. Low- 
vision spectacles work because they en- 
large. Telescopic glasses make things 
look closer than they actually are. 
While individual might learn 
adjust limited magnification, this 
shuts down the area that can seen, 
and the losses outweigh the gains. An- 
other drawback telescopic glasses 
that they also magnify movement and 
are therefore quite disturbing unless 
the wearer stationary. 

the other hand, your eye spe- 
cialist gives you the best corrective 
lenses possible, the improvement may 
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appreciated best only after practice. 
Objects not even seen without them 
may seem only vague with the glasses, 
and yet, with experience, the number 
steadily time passes. 


HOW ABOUT MOVIES, TV, 
AND ON? 


Here telescopic lenses may have real 
value. The cost the device, however, 
may not necessarily reflect its worth 
given person. Some people best 
with device costing less than $10. 
Others may prefer unit which costs 
just under $30. Some may prefer spe- 
cial telescopic unit made specifically for 
low vision use and costing excess 
$100. 

must always remembered that 
enlargement the retinal image re- 
sults from sitting closer. Thus, for 
watching TV, while you may see per- 
haps fairly well with telescopic lenses 
feet, you will almost certainly see 
better without telescopics you sit 
feet from the screen. 


CAN YOU READ WITH 
TELESCOPIC SPECTACLES? 


Most telescopic units will out 
focus less than about three feet. 
Reading caps can added which will 
bring the focus close range and pro- 
vide extra magnification. work 
applications, this may important. 
Ordinarily, for reading, 
approach preferable. 

Telescopic units include: 


Keeler Telescopic Units, 1.75 and 
2.5x. Keeler Optical Products, Inc., 
617 South 52nd Street, Philadel- 
phia 43, Pa. 

Telescopics, 1.7 and 2.2x. 
Kollmorgen Optical Corp., 347 King 
Street, Northampton, Mass. 
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Univis Telescopics, 2x. Univis Lens 

Co., 401 Leo Street, Dayton Ohio. 
Various inexpensive sports glasses with 
temples. 


HOW ABOUT THE 
VARIOUS “WONDER GLASSES” 
YOU KEEP HEARING ABOUT? 


“Wonder glasses” any similar term 
misleading. type lens lens 
system Some individuals who 
have paid high $300 for pair 
“special” lenses have done every 
whit well with device costing 
cents. For others, the more expensive 
type may well worth their cost. 
Magazines, papers, radio, TV, all love 
dramatize. general, one can be. 
fully helped magnification any 
way who cannot count fingers about 
feet more. Rarely, someone who 
seems have less sight can enabled 
read for brief intervals, but this 
takes real motivation, and not usually 
worth the cost and labor. 


WHAT ARE THE BEST GLASSES 
FOR READING? 


single type best for everyone. 
Many people within the definition 
blindness not require very high 
magnification, and often possible 
give person all that needs 
standard forms. Bifocals with strong 
segments may sufficient provided 
you are willing hold the page close 
enough. More recently high power 
blanks (semi-finished lenses) have been 
made available various optical man- 
ufacturers. Never before has the spe- 
cialist your own community had 
much offer, such reasonable cost. 

The following types 
available: 


power, and 10-power triplets mount- 
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blanks. Additional types are 
prospect. American Optical Co., local 
branches. 

and power. McLeod Optical Co., 
357 Westminster Street, Providence 

Keeler illuminated spectacles 10, 
12, and power. Aspheric plastic 
and power. Keeler bifocal magni- 
and power. Keeler Optical Prod- 
ucts, Inc., 617 South 52nd Street, 
Philadelphia 43, Pa. 

Policoff: Highly corrected aids 
and power. William Policoff, 
O.D., South Franklin Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Volk: Aspheric glass lenses for spec- 
tacle mounting 3.75, 6.25, 7.5, 
8.75, 10, 12.5, 15, and power. 
American Bifocal Co., 1440 St. Clair 
Avenue, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 


WHY HAS NOT YOUR SPECIALIST 
ALREADY SHOWN YOU THESE 
THINGS? 


There are many reasons. Principally, 
none these devices easy use, 
when you first try it. The stronger the 
glasses, the closer must you hold the 
page. Indeed, for the really strong 
ones, the print against your nose. 
you are advanced age, you may 
find this unduly difficult. you have 
tremors your hands, you may find 
impossible. you may like the 
lenses your specialist’s trial frames 
his office, and when orders them 
regular frames and you get them 
home, you bring them back complain- 
ing that they’re good. this has 
happened with half dozen patients 
may logically assume that this 
approach isn’t practical. 

One thing sure: you fall within 
the definition blindness nothing will 
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give you normal eye function, and while 
you can possibly enabled read 
anything, won’t happen without 
effort. part our hope that 
can make seem worthwhile for you 
exert that effort. Most people with 
recently impaired sight expect too 
much. 


WHAT ABOUT MAGNIFIERS? 


There fundamental reason why 
magnifying spectacles are pre- 
ferred magnifying glass. Spectacles 
leave both hands free hold the 
material being read, and for many this 
eminently desirable. Actually, some 
the hand magnifiers may mounted 
cheap pair frames and may prove 
satisfactory more costly glasses. 
Glasses look better, course, and this 
may make the extra cost worthwhile. 
You can also sometimes use jeweler’s 
loupes which clip onto ordinary spec- 
tacles, you can find loupes which 
are worn like eyeshades. 

There are times when the hands 
aren’t steady and where magnifier 
stand which holds focus far 
easier use. other times, when 
light important, device with 
built-in light may the best that can 
found. 

Some eye specialists like have the 
person whose eye impairments have 
been long-standing start with hand 
device. This gives you chance re- 
learn reading skills and often means 
that the glasses you finally receive can 
weaker than first seemed necessary. 

Another point that the distance 
between lens and paper fixed the 
strength the lens. the lens 
frame worn the nose, the page must 
brought very close. the lens 
hand-held stand, the distance 
between the eye and the lens can often 
varied, giving greater sense 
freedom. course, the further the eye 
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from the lens, the less the field view 
through the lens, but this does not 
bother everyone. 

Where cost factor, especially, 
hand magnifiers should investigated 
all who require much magnification. 


SUPPOSE YOU ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT STREET SIGNS? 


far the most popular devices for 
this purpose are 
which can pulled out see which 
bus coming, and on. These give 
are not suitable wearing the nose 
like spectacles. 


WHAT ARE PROJECTION 
READERS? 


These are for use home office 
and prove useful some people, par- 
ticularly those with extremely low 
vision. They throw the print, very 
much enlarged, screen and can 
provide magnifications times. 
This means that ruler placed 
the device, the quarter-inch marks 
would inches apart the screen. 
Some people who can use them cannot 
use lenses, because order for them 
see, they hold the eye inch from 
the screen. For such people the magni- 
fication over 200 times, because the 
image their retinas over 200 times 
large would result the page 
were held inches from the unaided 
eye. 

The American Optical Company 
makes and 5-times magnification 
model which can seen 
throughout the country. The 
stronger models are put out the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
and you can learn one view 
your neighborhood writing for 
this information. All these units cost 
over $100. 
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CAN YOU HURT YOUR EYES 
USING 


The common opinion among oph- 
thalmologists that general eye 
condition can permanently worsened 
eye use. Indeed, the tendency 
encourage the use the eyes. Obvi- 
ously, you will check with your own 
doctor regards your own situation. 
Using the eyes doesn’t guarantee that 
they will get worse. Some conditions 
are progressive, and other times new 
troubles may come along. 
with one malady may develop cataracts, 
for example. But has been found 
over the years that, anything, using 
the eyes beneficial. 


WHAT ABOUT 


you have not read for long time, 
possible that you will experience 
dizziness even eye discomfort after 
using powerful magnifier. This not 
cause for alarm. Most doctors say 
quite all right continue reading 
until eyestrain develops and then bit 
longer. With periods com- 
fortable reading usually lengthen. 


WILL MAGNIFICATION 
BENEFIT ALL CONDITIONS? 


Some conditions are definitely harder 
work with. Perhaps the hardest 
retinitis pigmentosa the visual acuity 
low and the field small. Sometimes 
very high myopia discouraging. But 
each eye seems little bit different, and 
sometimes interesting see what 
can done. This the more since 
vidual’s willingness work seeing. 
There have been people who could 
read with 2-power plano convex 
magnifier with strong light, but who 
could see absolutely nothing with the 
24-power projection reader. 
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WILL ANYTHING BESIDES 
MAGNIFIERS HELP? 


Indeed, yes. Some people who are 
much bothered light often find great 
improvement through use side shields 
and/or awnings. Clip-on side shields 
for adults children can secured 
for you your optician from (among 
possible others) Watchemoket Optical 
Co., Providence The optician 
himself may fabricate awnings from 
the plastic used your spectacle 
frames. Variable polaroid spectacles 
are also useful many cases, making 
possible control the amount light 
passing through the eye. 

Dark pens and pencils are often use- 
ful. Scripto Listo mechanical china- 
marking pencils are cheap and make 
bold, black lines. Eberhard Faber has 
excellent pencil the same sort. 
Speedry brush pens 
fountain pens which leave 
ingly good line. So-called “Magic 
Markers” are less expensive form 
the same thing. few people have been 
happy using Carter white ink black 
paper. Koh-I-Noor has series foun- 
tain pens which leave very black 
line, using regular black ink. Ester- 
brook also has very 
fountain pen, but this requires making 
sure the point the right relation- 
ship the paper. 


WHAT ABOUT LIGHTING? 


Dazor makes very convenient desk 
lamp which can where 
needed, but many people find the 
inexpensive gooseneck 


lamps ideal. desk easel, tilt-top bed 
table such hosiptal supply stores han- 
dle, may make tremendous difference. 
The low-visioned eye does best 
comfortable owner. 


SUMMARY: 


important remember that 
only part the problem optical. 
The use magnification not new, 
any means. Nero used 
gem magnifier. But the use mag- 
nification strengths helpful those 
within the definition 
not altogether easy, and may that 
several devices will needed meet 
varied requirements. Fitting the device 
the person’s individual needs and 
capabilities large portion the 
job. The person who needs devices can 
help the specialist tremendously un- 
derstanding the picture, not just re- 
gards devices, but regards his own 
capabilities well. What new the 
field the multiplication new de- 
signs and the enrichment general 
understanding their uses and 
possibilities. 

meetings eye specialists, and 
between, special courses low vision 
have become more frequent and more 
thorough. more and more teaching 
centers, clinics for low vision work are 
being established, well hospitals 
and agencies for the blind. Manufac- 
turers are cataloging increasingly 
rich variety devices all sorts. 
People with impaired sight are over- 
coming fear damage from eye use 
and the same time are coming 
expect more from residual vision. 
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Review Research 


THE PROBLEM 


Within the past ten years, the visual 
needs the legally blind with residual 
vision have attracted the interest 
ophthalmologists and optometrists 
increasingly marked degree. Assisted 
electronic and engineering person- 
nel who have worked variety 
aids, these specialists have devised 
techniques and equipment which have 
given promise enhancing the vision 
proportion the legally blind 
who have residual sight. the labora- 
tory and the examining rooms, the 
consequences these new approaches 
have been evident. Assisted lenses, 
special equipment, and training 
their use, persons with low vision often 
give evidence improved visual 
efficiency clinical setting. The open 
question has been: “Do the favorable 
results obtained the laboratory and 
the clinic persist the real life setting 
and the recipients these optical 
aids use them effectively, socially and 
vocationally?” attempt obtain 
some clues which might help answer 
these questions, the Industrial Home 
for the Blind 1956 initiated follow- 
study the first 500 cases which 
had received service through its optical 
aids program. 


THE SETTING 


habilitation program offering broad 
range social and vocational services, 


Dr. Rusalem the director professiona! 
training the Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Brooklyn, Optical Aids Survey 
IHB publication. 


“THB Optical Aids 


HERBERT RUSALEM, Ed. 


the Industrial Home for the Blind has 
worked with this problem since 1942. 
1952, collection optical aids 
equipment was started and 1953, 
optical aids service was organized. Cur- 
rently, the work the ophthalmologist 
and the optometrist are part team- 
work process through which the social, 
emotional, and vocational implications 
low vision are recognized and treated 
relation attempts improve 
visual acuity. Consequently, social 
worker and optical aids counselor 
have roles relation the work 
the ophthalmologist and the optome- 
trist. This study reports the first 
500 cases have received service from 
this organized optical aids program. 


The major sources data were the 
ophthalmological and the optometric 
reports and the self-reports clients 
pertaining optical aids and their 
use. the total population 500 
cases, 414 complete and 
sponses were obtained. 


THE FINDINGS 


The optometric reports the total 
sample 500 cases indicated that 
per cent were provided with optical 
aids which gave them increased visual 
acuity. Eighteen per cent could not 
benefited because their eyes were 
too badly damaged for the lenses 
effective. Fourteen per cent could 
have benefited, but could not adapt 
the use the aids prescribed. 

study the individuals who 
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could not adapt the lenses indicated 
that some conditions limited the use- 
fulness the aids more than others. 
Among these conditions were severe 
limitations field, daily fluctuation 
vision, inability the client 
engage the mechanics reading 
either because the lack loss 
reading skills, and lack client motiva- 
tion. 

the 340 clients 
from the optical aids service, 238 had 
improved near vision and 183 im- 
proved far vision. total 520 pre- 
scriptions for optical aids were made. 
The most common these were: near 
vision spectacles, distance vision spec- 
tacles, bifocal spectacles, microscopics, 
and telescopics. More than half the 
clients required four more visits. 
attempt was made determine 
whether certain factors were related 
the ability benefit from the aids 
prescribed. Age was not 
Certain eye 
spond more positively this 
help, including: glaucoma, myopia, 
affections the lens, and structural 
anomalies. Less success was achieved 
with problems retinitis pigmentosa. 
Those blinded less than 
seemed make less satisfactory 
adjustment their optical aids. 
hypothesized that they tended expect 
full measure return vision and 
were not satisfied with modest gains. 

Two hundred and seventy-six the 
respondents the questionnaire had 
benefited from the optical aids terms 
increased visual acuity. these, 
138 were gainfully employed, 
them the IHB workshops. Ninety 
the 138 gainfully 
viduals used their optical aids work 
and them felt that the aids im- 
proved their job performance. Forty- 
four stated that the aids had assisted 
them advance their work and 
reported that their aids had succeeded 
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helping them keep their jobs. 
Ten attributed their ability get new 
jobs their glasses. Eighty the 
reported that their aids gave them in- 
creased confidence their work. About 
two-thirds the housewives the 
group did not use their aids perform- 
ing daily domestic duties, but they did 
use them for social purposes. 

Forty-two students were represented 
the total sample. Twenty-seven 
them felt that their academic work 
improved because the aids. Four 
students who formerly used braille are 
now reading inkprint. Three who were 
sight-saving classes are now regu- 
lar classes. College students appeared 
benefit from their aids. 
number clients used their aids for 
leisure-time activities. 

Most the clients 
faction with the quality service re- 
ceived from the optical aids depart- 
ment. Among the recommendations 
made the group were reduction 
the waiting period for appointments, 
and more follow-up service facili- 
tate the learning necessary use the 
aids. 

addition the materials derived 
from the study proper, certain conclu- 
sions were drawn from the experience 
the staff the optical aids service. 
Among these conclusions are: 


optical aids service rests upon 
teamwork program. 

The examination and fitting low- 
vision clients job for well-trained 
specialists. 

essential prerequisite the work the 
optometrist. 

The optometrists should skillful 
fitting and examination process well 
grinding and fitting lenses. 

Motivation key factor client 
adjustment optical aids. 

Even slight improvement visual effi- 
ciency may significant some clients. 
Training and follow-up 
phases the optical aids program. 


ophthalmological review case 
records partially seeing 
uncover some cases which may benefit from 
further medical and surgical procedures. 

Many individuals the group visual 
acuity 20/70 20/200 may benefit from 
optical aids program, but the IHB does not 
perceive this group eligible for the service 
under its program. 

The optical aids program should 
integrated into total rehabilitation 
program. 


IMPLICATIONS SEEN 
THE REVIEWER 


read the findings this study, 
becomes clear that aids 
program essential service the 
blind. There nothing the study 
which indicates that such service must 
organized along the lines established 
the IHB. possible that such 
program may function state agency 
even regional basis. However, 
the evidence the direction the 
program being integrated into over- 
all service program for 
handicapped. isolated optical aids 
shop will apparently have less value 
than one which functions the frame- 


work comprehensive rehabilitation 


service. 

Another implication the study 
the significant role client feelings 
this whole process. would seem that 
many the failures the fitting 
process result from the client’s inability 
accept and use the aids. would 
helpful have more information 
the process through which clients 
achieve integration the use 
these aids into their self-concept. How- 
ever, with the information currently 
hand, may assumed that clients 
sometimes have emotional struggles 
wearing the aids and using them 
effectively. some cases, these struggles 
center around the relation the aids 
the other cases, the struggles 
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seem related more profound personal 
problems. any event, would seem 
that the degree success helping 
clients this type service is, part, 
dependent upon the client having avail- 
able intensive counseling and case- 
work service. 

The trend the findings this 
study indicates need for closely-knit 
teamwork among the professions taking 
part the optical aids service. Some 
the participating disciplines have 
had more experience such teamwork 
than others. fact, some the pro- 
fessions have had some tradition 
difficulty living together the same 
professional culture, let alone working 
together the same team. Because 
the health the community stake 
well the welfare individual 
clients, suggested that ways need 
found help all the professions 
develop mutual sense respect 
and responsibility. Some success has 
been achieved some agencies through 
clear understanding the contribu- 
tions and roles each the groups. 
any event, agency administration 
has responsibility create climate 
and agency structure which will 
encourage such cooperative effort. 

Although the IHB findings may not 
representative the low-visioned 
general any particular com- 
munity, the fact remains that the 
weight evidence the direction 
the probability that any population 
partially seeing individuals may 
substantially benefit from such 
gram. expected that the IHB 
publication this study along with 
its useful index describing equipment 
and procedures, will stimulate some 
communities move more rapidly 
toward creating optical aids programs. 


Note: Copies Optical Aids Survey 
may obtained for $1.00 from the 
Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Willoughby Street, Brooklyn 
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non-institutional 
program 
for the education 


blind children 
ISRAEL 


LEONARD NELESON 


This article was written for the purpose presenting Israeli educators, parents, civil authorities, 
social workers and others interested blind persons all ages pilot program education for blind 
children public school. its original form the article presents more extensively the principles and 
philosophy, the psychological and sociological considerations, than considered necessary where public 
school classes for blind children are longer novelty. New Outlook readers will interested 
observe here the recommendation educational plan new country where only mixed traditions, 


and established procedures, exist. 


PURPOSE AND SPECIAL 
POPULATION SELECTION 


THE INTENT THIS paper formu- 
late workable system education 
capable providing blind children 
Israel with effective academic and social 
skills sufficient for normal adjustment 


Mr. Neleson director the 
American-Israeli Lighthouse with headquarters 
New York. His duties entail frequent travel 
and from Israel. graduate Brooklyn 
College 1935 with B.A. degree, Mr. Nele- 
son later continued his studies Columbia 
University, where received M.A. 
work toward doctoral degree special edu- 
cation New York University. 
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within the framework normal com- 
munity. Effective academic and social 
skills are taken here 
acquisition and development abili- 
ties meet the demands daily living 
continuing process. The foci 
emphasis will development the 
blind child’s inner resources that 
may mobilize these resources order 
attain his best possible level 
adjustment childhood, adolescence, 
and adulthood. The criterion this 
plan will therefore the 
degree success becoming suitably 
and satisfyingly integrated into 
dynamic seeing world. The curriculum 
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envisaged, then, necessity has 
exceed the refinement academic apti- 
tudes and provide the opportunity for 
the live experiences everyday living. 

The following are essential require- 
ments for acceptance students into 
the program: 


The applicant must certified 
blind competent ophthalmolo- 
gist, his vision must 20/200 
less with correcting lenses the 
better eye constricted sub- 
tended angle degrees less. 

health ascertained physician. 

psychologist psychiatrist being 
least normal intelligence and 
free from any lasting mental dis- 
turbances serious enough make 
participation the program un- 
feasible. 

The applicant not less than 
six but not more than seven years 
age order assure group 
homogeneity. 

distant from the program’s center 
operations, his parents guardian 
must provide for his returning home 
for holidays and vacations. 

The school authorities his com- 
munity origin must enter into 
written agreement accept suc- 
cessful dischargee from the program 
into suitable class under special 
provisos outlined hereinafter. 

The community origin and/or 
the parents guardian the 
applicant must agree 
bility for and acceptance any 
child who, after reasonable time, 
proves unable benefit from the 
program. 


Locale 


The city Haifa has been chosen 
the locale for this 


458 


cause the progressiveness its 
administration and the readiness its 
distinguished mayor make its educa- 
tional well other facilities avail- 
able the program. additional 
reason for selecting city center 
sufficient concentration population 
from which may drawn some the 
blind children who will eligible. 
For those children who are non-resi- 
dents Haifa modest apartment 
under the guidance motherly 
matron available. The apart- 
ment within walking distance 
the regular school which will house 
the special program. The chief reason, 
however, for the selection city such 
Haifa for the site this experiment 
that its thriving atmosphere ex- 
pected provide the realistic give and 
take experiences everyday living 
without which the process matura- 
tion bound disadvantageously 
affected. 


Population 


The population the experiment 
either six eight children. 
even number stressed order 
avoid the problem isolates situa- 
tions pairing. 


Facilities 


The facilities required for the experi- 
ment are classroom and 
playground well-conducted school 
moderately populated area. Special 
equipment, such braille paper, slates, 
styluses, models, braille and talking 
books, adaptable play materials, 
hand. 


STAFF AND SCOPE DUTIES 
The directly concerned with the 


experiment consist one teacher, 
Because fire safety considerations. 
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two teacher-counselors and one social 
worker. Although figure import 
the enterprise, the matron the 
apartment for non-residents Haifa 
will not necessarily, the initial stages 
the program, integral part 
the staff since her concern will only 
with the children her care. addi- 
tion, she can hardly required 
possess the training and skills the 
staff members just enumerated. None- 
theless, feasible and warranted, the 
matron may suitable point co- 
opted the staff such co-option adds 
the integration services meeting 
the diverse needs the children her 
care. 

While the staff will function 
coordinated unit they will employed 
their respective capacities the 
board education the city Haifa 
and will subject its jurisdiction. 
The principal the school will, 
virtue his position, the head 
the unit. The role each member 
accordingly defined and appraised. 


The teacher will endeavor con- 
vert the regular curriculum into terms 
meaningful blind children. 

The tasks the teacher-counselors 
are assist the child the ameliora- 
tion academic, social and emotional 
problems, provide remedial help 
subject areas where the student not 
tial capacity, give assistance 
individual basis situations pupil 
acceleration program enrichment, 
and effect proper placement the 
blind child those areas the sighted 
program where competent par- 
ticipate. The designation teacher- 
who decisively described the vital 
relationship counseling the teach- 
Ruth, The Role the Teacher 
Work, Bureau Publications, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 1953. 
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ing situation. The designation finds 
areas common with the “resource 
teacher” and the “itinerant teacher.” 
Because, however, the counseling 
aspects this role the program, 
felt that the term 
best meets our particular needs will 
evident the account the pro- 
gram’s implementation. 

the initiation the present 
program the social worker will con- 
cerned with the accumulation back- 
ground information relating given 
applicant. Parental attitudes toward 
the child, sibling relationships, the 
home atmosphere, the family’s economic 
situation, peer relationships, educa- 
tional and social opportunities for the 
blind child within his own community 
accurate knowledge all these fac- 
tors will have bearing whose impor- 
tance need hardly belabored. Aside 
from the accumulation such informa- 
tion, there comes the key task in- 
terpreting the family the aims 
the special program and involving the 
family taking those steps and pro- 
viding those circumstances which will 
effectively serve the blind child his 
child optimally served academi- 
cally and socially his best possible de- 
velopment has assured the very 
beginning the critical preschool 
period. 


Family Counseling 
Another Function 


Soon after the social worker’s con- 
background information 
pertinent better understanding 
the child our program, she will 
engrossed establishing growth-en- 
couraging attitudes the home and 
community the child. She will also 
enter into the homes all preschool 
blind children and blind infants for 
the purpose helping their respective 
families create atmosphere which 
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will favor the child’s progress toward 
and satisfying growth. Under 
such circumstances presumed that, 
with skillful services hand assist, 
better children with reasonably favor- 
able prognoses for successful integra- 
tion into the world their sighted 
peers will present themselves for admis- 
sense, our social worker may re- 
garded mobile nursery school and 
family counseling service. advantage 
here that the blind child need not 
wait until given age before ameliora- 
tive services are initiated, otherwise 
face forced separation from his family 
and institutionalization most ten- 
der age, frequently the experi- 
ence even advanced countries. 

has already been indicated, 
the matron will have with those 
children the program who not 
reside Haifa. Her tasks will require 
her being motherly, intelligent, patient, 
and able home-maker. 
earliest possible moment she will in- 
volve the children her charge 
household tasks within their reasonable 
scope achievement. She will famil- 
iarize these children with shopping 
procedures, teach them dress and 
eat properly and function much 
possible like sighted youngsters 
their own homes. 


Coordination Services 


The roles staff members have not 
here been described order pin- 
point uncrossable areas individual 
function. the contrary, the intent 
has been assign certain disciplines 
the nodal points single design 
which point each staff member enjoys 
special competence. The nature 
the design, however, requires the co- 
ordination each practitioner’s skills 
meaningful combination that will 
meet the blind child’s individual needs 
for growth and adjustment. The 
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will function plenary group and 
sub-group. each group the prin- 
cipal will the head. plenary 
group, especially the initial stages, 
the staff will also include physician, 
ophthalmologist, and psychologist. The 
plenary group will then serve the 
screening committee which will de- 
termine the admissibility applicants 
into the special program. subsequent 
stages the plenary group will con- 
need, the responsibilities for program 
continuance otherwise falling the 
principal, teacher, teacher counselor, 
social worker, and possibly the matron 
the non-residents’ apartment. Con- 
ducting their affairs team, each 
staff member* bring the regular 
conference her observations, questions, 
and recommendations which will en- 
able the staff construct complete 
picture possible the child, his 
needs, and the most promising course 
for meeting these needs. These findings 
are always subject review and 
revision the light subsequent 
experiences. The immediate goals will 
enabling the child achieve succes- 
sive levels satisfying and satisfactory 
adjustment process individual 
growth which ultimately expected 
culminate healthy and happy adult- 
hood. The attendant circumstances 
established the facilitation this 
hopeful outlook are concised Lowen- 
providing blind child with: 


Because the special skills involved and 
because the selection personnel restricted 
Hebrew-speaking personnel, the staff pres- 
ently consists qualified Israelis who are being 
trained American university covered 
scholarship made available the writer’s 
agency. Training will completed Feb- 
ruary 1958, whereafter this personnel con- 
tractually obligated return Israel and 
enter the program their respective capacities. 


Lowenfeld, Berthold, “Psychological Foun- 


dations Special Methods Teaching Blind 
Children.” Zahl, A., ed., Princeton 
University Press 1950. pp. 89-108. 
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the widest possible range and variety 
experiences; the best developed 
ability get about; and the broadest 
control his environment 
most favorable relationship the child 
this environment. 


and equipped with 
suitable devices, techniques, methods 
and materials which can tied into 
meaningful and unconfusing whole, 
the staff carries continuum 
services ranging from the classroom, 
across the community, and into the 
homes the Haifa blind children and 
into the special apartment the non- 
residents. Because this broad area 
related activities, 
record, exceeding even the informative 
type described Strang (since must 
encompass the interrelation school 
and after-school operations), 
maintained. Individual development, 
problems, areas strength and weak- 
ness may then more factually gauged 
over extended period, and con- 
ferences the staff may have reliable 
source reference well archive 
for decisions taken regard factors 
enrichment, acceleration, remedy 
guidance which will indicated for 
each individual student. 


THE PROGRAM OPERATION 


addition their respective areas 
specialization each staff member will 
naturally expected master Hebrew 
must known for the effective opera- 
tion the program. such 
techniques will cane travel, utiliza- 
tion models, study aids, etc. The 
teacher specifically and 
counselors, more generally, will need 
thoroughly familiar with the 
curriculum the primary grades and 
know and employ all those special 
devices educationally required blind 
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children. The Taylor mathematics 
board, well special blocks, models, 
classroom games, etc., constitute some 
the unique materials; otherwise the 
curriculum for these children will not 
differ from that applicable sighted 
children. 


First Year Devoted 
Adjustment Within the Group 


For approximately their first year, 
these children will function domi- 
nantly their own group. During this 
period they will become familiar with 
school facilities, with procedures and 
regulations, with braille devices for 
reading and writing and with the basic 
materials and skills the primary 
grades. Their games and play will like- 
wise restricted the group except 
for such situations song-fests, story- 
telling, auditorium exercises, and 
appropriate school outings and celebra- 
tions. Emotional and/or learning prob- 
lems which cannot handled the 
teacher, will referred school- 
attached her 
capacity source, the 
teacher-counselor will then deal with 
the child’s particular and/ 
personal problems. If, however, 
techniques greater depth become 
staff conference for consideration 
and possible referral, say, psycholo- 
gist, psychiatrist, physician, etc. 
the other hand, the teacher-counselor 
expected provide accelerative 
enrichment opportunities those chil- 
dren capable more than normal 
progress. She prepares the child for 
entry into that part the sighted pro- 
gram into which can successfully 
integrated. the same 
teacher-counselor establishes proper 
liaison with the instructor heading that 
part the sighted program where 
entry blind child has 
dicated. These areas integration will 
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then tested out actual participa- 
tion the part the blind child, 
under the watchful eye the under- 
standing teacher-counselor. The teacher- 
counselor assists the sighted and un- 
sighted their adjustment each 
other. 


Maximum Integration Sought 


this process, hoped that in- 
tegration the blind child into the 
sighted program will maximal. 
short, the success this enterprise will 
measured the extent which 
the original group, after suitable 
period time, will have been absorbed 
into regular school activities. should 
noted here that each child’s rate 
and area integration may differ; 
will, therefore, necessary meet 
each child’s integrational capacity and 
direction individual basis. 

Side side with the educational 
phase this project will com- 
mensurate after-school program under 
the direction the 
counselor. will follow somewhat the 
precepts the educational phase: 
first the children will engage game 
and play activities, excursions, and 
picnics group; thereafter integra- 
tion into the games, play, etc., 
sighted children will discreetly ex- 
plored and attempted, although prob- 
ably not fine measure re- 
quired the school program. Further- 
more, the second teacher-counselor will 
expected seek out all other useful 
community resources, and familiarize 
the children with the means 
transportation, museums, 
buildings, etc. 

Finally the matron, whose charge 
will least four the blind chil- 
dren the group, will expected, 
has already been stated, instruct her 
charges such social graces proper 
grooming, table and social etiquette, 
personal hygiene and on. She also 
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involve the children household 
chores keeping with their ages and 
capacities. shopping tours she is, 
whenever possible, accompanied 
and assisted one two the chil- 
dren. The importance such experi- 
ences happier later life adjustment 
manifest. Those blind children re- 
siding Haifa, and therefore not 
the special apartment, will receive 
guidance social and personal ameni- 
ties, which reference has been made, 
through the collaboration the appro- 
priate staff members and 
dren’s parents and families. 


Child Prepared Return 
his Community Origin 


this three-pronged program em- 
bracing activities the home, school 
and community, evident that the 
children our special project wll 
exposed many maturing experiences 
emanating from the actual 
community and contributing their 
ability essay life directly, independ- 
ently, meaningfully, and satisfyingly 
the sighted world. When staff 
opinion point this 
direction reached particular 
child will, upon assessing all the data 
conference, direct teacher-coun- 
selor and/or social worker return 
Haifa, his community origin 
that may practice his new skills 
his home, his school, and 
community. Caution will exercised 
this point, however, that such step 
not beset with panic challenge 
which may prove overwhelming the 
child. During this critical period the 
social worker and teacher-counselor will 
have endeavored create the favorable 
atmosphere home, school, and com- 
munity and the child himself 
enable him make this approach 
integration with 
dence. The teacher-counselor both 
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teacher-counselor worker 
shall remain with the non-Haifa child 
his community origin for rea- 
sonably long may necessary 
effect his happy absorption therein. 
After that, regular requested visits 
will made these two staff mem- 
bers determine the child’s continued 
progress and provide whatever addi- 
tional assistance may needed 
sustain the gains which have been made 
enhance further development. 


Ultimate Aim 


the means which have just been 
described, hoped that number 
blind children Israel will acquire 
the necessary skill for adjustment 
seeing world within the framework 
the living community and with 
minimal and temporary personal dis- 
location possible. successful, such 
program can, the basis Israel’s 
present population and for consider- 
able number years come, meet the 
social and educational 
quirements Israel’s blind children. 
skills are developed and experiences 
acquired, our educational steps will 
doubtless more precisely formulated 
that the staff can state, more accu- 
rately than now possible, how and 
when successive groups blind chil- 
dren will admitted the program. 

The possibility failure all our 
best intentions must considered. 
this our reply that the forward path 
not automatically traversed. are 
certain that any number phases 
this program will revised, altered, 
and modified the light subsequent 
application. Within 
framework our theories, our prac- 
tices will operate, testing the validity 
our hypotheses and indicating those 
areas which shall have been 
found wanting still other directions 
which new thinking may our 
practices forward. 
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IV. IMPLICATIONS THE 
PROGRAM 


The educational 
program formulated here, has been 
reiterated time and again, has been 
designed support blind children 
Israel their efforts acquire skills 
which will reasonably enable them 
essay satisfactory adjustment seeing 
world. supposition here that resi- 
dential educational arrangements, 
alternative solutions, are unable 
serve these goals because, their 
segregative and isolational natures, they 
deprive their residents those genuine 
familial and 
which make for social maturation. 

sensitive exploration pertinent 
the developmeat self-concept and 
therefore particularly applicable the 
issues under discussion, Abt* sum- 
child’s social maturation being based 
the given child’s reaction and sub- 
sequent and satisfactory readjustment 
the social demands his cultural 
milieu. The assumption here that 
this the “technique means 
which the thinking the 
comes socialized” and without which 
the child incapable attaining 
eventual sense” social matura- 
tion. Under these circumstances the 
controlled and contrived atmosphere 
institutional life likely, one degree 
another, deprive those subjected 
stimuli. Nor can adequate correction 
made attempts duplicate the 
framework and structure the com- 
munity within the confines in- 
stitution since such measures would 
prohibitively costly, unreal, and sub- 
ject varying and probably impossible 
changes imposed the need keep 
*Abt, Lawrence Bellak, Leopold, Projec- 


tive Psychology. New York, Alfred Knopf, 
1952. 
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abreast community development. 
What more, the degree which 
institution unwarrantedly attempts, 
within its narrower confines, dupli- 
cate the content and experience the 
community the degree which 
may establishing its independence 
of, and therefore, its isolation from the 
community. Because such separa- 
tion the institution may understand- 
ably impede rather than assist the re- 
turn its graduates the community. 
correction this institu- 
tional aspect may feasible 
institution lends every effort inter- 
relate itself meaningfully with the com- 
served dependent the com- 
munity’s resources (i.e., facilities, not 
funds) not only for reason economy 
and enrichment experiences but also 
emphasize the relatedness the in- 
stitution the mainstreams com- 
munity living and the aim eventual 
reintegration the institutional gradu- 
ate among his sighted peers. 

preschool youngster, blind 
child likely face more than 
average share emotional 
ing him world does not 
visually comprehend. Frustration and 
anxiety compounded either over- 
ticularly fortify blind child for the 
usually long-term institutional separa- 
tion imposed him despite the fact 
that, under most circumstances, can- 
not otherwise expect 
While, however, the shortcomings 
institutionalization make self-evident 
that restrictive arrangement the 
sort here formulated cannot adequately 
substitute for the day-to-day experi- 
ences provided the give and take 
community and family living, there 
intent all here suggest the 
dismantling residential enterprises, 
which, the absence superior 
alternatives, will continue have 
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important role play the care and 
education broad segments the 
severely impaired, whether visual 
otherwise. The purpose here rather 
underscore the need for exploring 
the possibilities non-institutional en- 
deavors attempt avoid the 
patent and serious defects institu- 
tional arrangements. 


Community Involvement the Program 


While the singularity this project 
has been de-emphasized such meas- 
ures placing sighted school 
and weaving every way possible 
into the community fabric, there still 
will need discuss the implica- 
tions and requirements the program 
especially with the other teaching per- 
sonnel the school housing our pro- 
gram, the sighted children thereof, their 
parents and the citizens the immedi- 
ate neighborhood. Without their full 
understanding the aims and goals 
there will poor acceptance our 
efforts whether the form outright 
disinterest and rejection meddle- 
some “do-gooding.” The the 
program collaboration with key per- 
sonalities public and private bodies 
will therefore familiarize the constitu- 
ent community bodies with the nature 
and purpose our work and enlist 
their respective efforts levels relative 
their competence and keeping 
with the dignity the blind children 
involved. 


Testing and Prognosis 


While the refined and accurate test 
instrument boon any program 
which must select student. personnel, 
determine aptitudes, record achieve- 
ment, and make prognoses future 
progress, such instruments, they 
apply blind children, are consider- 
ably more evident their dearth than 
their plenitude. addition, the accu- 
racy those that exist blurred 
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the heterogeneity and paucity 
the blind Israeli children population. 
And even where testing device 
measures out extraordinary 
gence, careful interpretation such 
score may leave with deflated 
situation when the chaff separated 
from the real wheat achievement. 
important practice test the 
accuracy intelligence scores vari- 
ous means, such other tests, clinical 
observation, situational appraisals, etc. 


Some Attendant Considerations 


should clear that our program 
ought not finely structured 
and firmly committed any direc- 
tion that lacks the elasticity and 
pliancy accommodate new facts and 
improved techniques which are likely 
uncovered subsequent experi- 
ences. 

More attention will have given 
the adjustment problems which are 
likely faced the blind child 
who leaves Haifa return 
family, school, and community. While 
the child’s capacity transfer the 
training obtained the Haifa program 
may reasonably assumed, the period 
will exceedingly crucial 
require the most competent supervision 
respect the child, his family, his 
school, and his community. any 
event, are encouraged 
that this adjustment from one com- 
munity another ought more 
ably handled blind child reared 
than one who has been separated 

therefore trust that our non-in- 
stitutional program will one do- 
ing, experiencing, and growing the 
most realistic senses. education here, 
not mean acquisition the 
academic skills alone but rather train- 
ing for adequate participation the 
demands school, home, and com- 
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munity and preparation for later social 
and vocational adjustment. 


Conclusion 


The prime movers and participants 
this new program for Israel’s blind 
children are poignantly aware that 
beneath their best laid plans lie tacky 
problems which will present themselves 
one time another with different 
degrees difficulty. are also quite 
cognizant the fact that there 
probably very little the plan which 
may original. The latter point 
little significance except insofar 
points that have correctly related 
ourselves existing body experi- 
ences and have not attempted plan 
made components which, one 
form another, have not been pre- 
viously tested against reality. this 
number such views, facts and obser- 
vations, are proud and ready 
express our gratitude our forebears 
and carry our ideas forth some 
modest point development where, 
trust, others will hand 
advance these concepts still further. 

Finally, from economic point 
view this program compares favorably 
with custodial arrangements since its 
financial obligations are likely ex- 
tend over fewer years than the case 
the blind child who usually re- 
quired stay residential school 
for considerably longer period. 
addition, the utilization the com- 
munity’s resources this special plan 
enables effect further economics. 
its experimental period, however, 
this project cannot exceed the rating 
pilot program and reasonable 
dream. will, nonetheless, have earned 
the rank permanent program its 
services, even modestly, fulfill the hopes 
which have been vested it, hopes 
which stem from belief the in- 
alienable dignity the individual. 
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Mr. Robert Barnett, center, executive director the Ameri- 


Library 
Service 


can Foundation for the Blind, presents the Survey Library 
Service for the Blind Quincy Mumford, librarian Con- 
gress. left Robert Bray, chief, Division for the Blind, 


Library Congress. 


NEED FOR RE-EVALUATION library 
services for blind persons had long been 
apparent among those most directly 
concerned with these services the 
United States, and accordingly com- 
mittee eminent librarians was con- 
stituted 1955 survey the situation 
and make recommendations for 
improvement. 

The present pattern library service 
the United States for blind people 
dates from the passage the Pratt- 
Smoot Bill 1931. This law author- 
“expended under the 
direction the Librarian Congress 
provide books for the use the 
adult blind residents the United 
States, including the 
Territories, insular possessions, and the 
District Columbia.” The Librarian 
was authorized arrange with other 
libraries “to serve local regional 
centers for the circulation 
books, under such conditions and regu- 
lations may prescribe.” 

authorization soon 
proved inadequate, especially after the 
advent the talking books (sound re- 
cordings), and the later-demonstrated 
need for talking book playback ma- 


466 


chines well records. Congress, 
therefore, recognizing this double re- 
sponsibility, increased the authorized 
amount various times until the year 
1946 when the ceiling was set $1,125,- 
000 expended for books raised 
characters and for the purchase, main- 
tenance and replacement reproducers 
for these 
ings. the period 1931 1955, 
however, the number blind readers 
using the libraries for the blind had 
increased from 10,000 over 50,000. 

The Library Congress 
been established the key the whole 
system library service for the blind. 
controls the flow books, selects the 
regional libraries and the distributing 
agencies for talking book machines, and 
issues contracts for the production 
books for the blind and for research 
produce better quality machines, 
records and embossed books. 

The Library Congress, however, 
has been responsible only for the pur- 
chase such materials, not for their 
book literature reaches blind persons 
through the services twenty-eight 
local libraries that are valiantly striving 
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cover the United States and its in- 
sular possessions. safe say that 
very few these libraries are adequate- 
housed managed. 

For these and similar reasons, then, 
the re-evaluation the library service 
for blind persons was called for. The 
American Foundation for the Blind, 
the fall 1955, found that was 
finally position implement plans 
conduct survey this steadily in- 


Surveyor 


Helen Harris, Librarian 
Lawson McGhee Library 
Knoxville, Tennessee 


Irving Lieberman, Director 
School Librarianship 
University Washington 


Seattle Washington 


Errett McDiarmid, Dean 

University Minnesota 

College Science, Literature 
and the Arts 

Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 


Robert Miller, Director 
The University Libraries 
Bloomington, Indiana 


Florrinell Morton, Director 
Library School 

State University 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 


Paul North Rice, Librarian 
Olin Library 

Wesleyan University 
Middletown, Connecticut 


Ruth Rutzen, Director 
Home Reading Services 
Detroit Public Library 
Detroit Michigan 
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creasing problem. Francis St. John, 
chief librarian the Brooklyn Public 
Library, was requested direct the sur- 
vey, and Alexander Handel; con- 
sultant community planning AFB, 
was assigned the administrative coordi- 
nation the project. 

After detailed planning, Mr. St. John 
and number other prominent libra- 
rians studied the libraries for the blind 
the several regions the United 
States, follows: 


Regional Libraries Surveyed 


Georgia State Department 
Education 
Atlanta, Georgia 


Florida Talking Book Library 
Daytona Beach, Florida 


Library Association 
Portland, Oregon 
Portland, Oregon 


Seattle Public Library 
Seattle, Washington 


Saving School 
Faribault, Minnesota 


Nebraska Public Library 
Commission 
Lincoln Nebraska 


Chicago Public Library 
Chicago Illinois 
Illinois Braille and Sight- 


Braille and Sight- 


Saving School 
Jacksonville, 


Indiana State Library 
Indianapolis Indiana 


New Orleans Public Library 
Orleans 13, Louisiana 


Texas State Library 
Austin 11, Texas 


Perkins School for the Blind 
Watertown 72, Massachusetts 


New York State Library 
Albany New York 


Michigan State Library 
for the Blind 
Saginaw, Michigan 


Wayne County Public Library 
Detroit Michigan 


- 
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Surveyor 


Francis St. John, Chief Librarian 
Brooklyn Public Library 
Brooklyn 38, 


Raynard Coe Swank, Director 
Stanford University Library 
Stanford, California 


Vitz, Librarian Emeritus 
Public Library Cincinnati 

and Hamilton County 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Eugene Wilson, Director Libraries 
University Colorado 
Boulder, Colorado 


addition, the following served 
advisory committee: 


Dr. Leon Carnovsky, Professor, Graduate Li- 


brary School, University Chicago, Chicago, 


David Clift, Executive Secretary, American 
Library Association, East Huron Street, 
Chicago 11, Illinois 

Charles Gallozzi, Head, Department for the 
Blind, Free Library Philadelphia, Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania 

John Hall Jacobs, Librarian, New Orleans 
Public Library, New Orleans, Louisiana 

Harold Lancour, Associate Director, Library 
School, University Illinois, Urbana, 
nois 

Dr. Robert Leigh, Dean, School Library 
Service, Columbia University, New York, 
New York, and Director, Public Library In- 
quiry 

Donald Patterson, Chief, Division for the 
Blind, The Library Congress, Washing- 
ton, 

Howard Patrem, Director, Board Industrial 
Aid and Vocational Rehabilitation for the 
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Regional Libraries Surveyed 
The Library Congress 
Washington 25, 


The New York Public Library 
New York 13, New York 


Free Library Philadelphia 
Philadelphia Pennsylvania 


Los Angeles 29, California 


California State Library 


Braille Institute Free 
Circulating Library 
Sacramento, Calfornia 


St. Louis Public Library 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Public Library Cincinnati 
and Hamilton County 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


Cleveland Public Library 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Carnegie Library Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Denver Public Library 
Colorado 

Free Public Library 
Lake City Utah 


Oklahoma State Library 
Oklahoma City Oklahoma 


Blind, Indianapolis, Indiana, and President, 
National Council State Executives for the 
Blind 


Dr. Ralph Shaw, Professor, Library School, 
Rutgers University, New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, and President, American Library 
sociation 


Ralph Ulveling, Director, Detroit Public 
Library, Detroit, Michigan 
Officio: 

Alexander Handel, Consultant Com- 
munity Planning, American Foundation for 
the Blind, New York, New York 

Helga Lende, Librarian, American Foundation 
for the Blind, New York, New York 


The survey was completed this year 
(1957) and the printed report now 
available. includes specific recom- 
mendations which, carried out, may 
bring library service for the blind 
level comparable that which the 
general public now receives. The Com- 
mittee recognizes that any library 
service successful its most im- 
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portant objective must service supplier except correspondence. 
reader. All facets the service situation, routines and machines 
the means that end. This often become more important them- 
harder keep mind library serv- selves than they should. 

ice for people because the con- Some the specific recommenda- 
sumer seldom direct contact with tions follow: 


FINANCIAL 


The federal government should extend its budget authorization for the Books for 
the Blind program that: 
minimum 1,000 titles per year may produced combined publication 
program for talking books and embossed books. 
Talking book machines may produced adequate quantities that blind 
person desiring make use talking books should required wait 
unreasonable time before receiving the necessary mechanical device so. 
Additional funds for personnel should made available the Library Con- 
gress that least three field workers may employed advise the heads 
regional libraries for ihe blind methods and principles service and act 
liaison officers between the Library Congress and the regional libraries well 
between the regional libraries themselves. 
Travel funds should augmented: 


provide for quarterly preferably bimonthly visits the field workers and 
key personnel the Division for the Blind each regional library for the blind. 
central depository for seldom used but important titles should established. 
II. There are wide variations the adequacy financial support the present 
regional pattern library service for the blind under varied auspices. 

Since states accept the responsibility for variety services for blind persons seems 
clear that each state should accept the financial responsibility for library service for its 
own blind. This responsibility should include all aspects library service except those 
functions provided the federal government, including those listed above. The state 
responsibility should also include the distribution talking book machines and the 
maintenance records accountability for these machines. 

may impractical for states with population less than one thousand blind 
readers maintain separate library for the blind. such cases recommended that 
contracts made with the library for the blind neighboring state provide this 
service agreed-upon fee for each blind user resident the state. The fee should 
cover cost service including overhead and should based upon cost study 
revised reasonable intervals. the present time the annual cost between $20.00 and 
$30.00 per user for book service and machine distribution. 

Since nearly one-half the states not now support library services for the blind 
financially federal grant-in-aid program recommended stimulate and improve the 
library service for the blind the state level. Whatever federal grant program made 
available for extending and improving the library service, should administered 
the same federal agency—the Library Congress—as administers funds for the production 
talking books and other books for the blind. 

The principle federal grants-in-aid states for various purposes has become well- 
established and accepted practice. has become tool cooperative government help 
maintain the well-being the individual and attain some measure equality oppor- 
tunity for all its citizens. Grants-in-aid are generally used stimulate states launch 
expand improve services for which state and local governments are primarily respon- 
sible. They are also used compensate states localities for unusual burdens placed 
upon them. Still another use this device transferring activity from the national 
the state local level. 
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ORGANIZATION 

The library service for the blind should become the responsibility the library 
extension department each state that the superior professional skills and experience 
this department may used the fullest extent support and develop library 
service for the blind. additional, important benefit this assignment will the 
integration library service for the blind with the total public library pattern the 
state. Public librarians each community must willing provide the advice and 
guidance needed the blind person which cannot successful when attempted entirely 
mail. Material the public library will often supplement the resources the library 
for the blind supply particular need blind person. 

II. The distribution talking book machines should assigned the libraries for the 
blind for the benefit blind users. 

III. The Library Congress should provide more coordination for the total program 
and maintain close liaison with the libraries for the blind. 


STAFF 

There shortage professional staff most the regional libraries. This affects 
the economical and efficient planning the routine aspects the service and the quality 
readers’ advisory service which can given. 

recommended that least one and preferably more than one fully qualified, 
trained librarian employed the staff each the regional libraries. the larger 
libraries this number will have higher. All book selection should made these 
trained librarians. State library agencies should called upon provide occasional 
training programs for staffs the libraries for the blind and arrange state-wide meet- 
ings public librarians and librarians for the blind that the contact work with the 
blind can done the community level. The determination interest and reading 
ability essential good book selection and this can best done interview. The local 
public librarian can use her skills give this information and act interpreter 
between the blind client and the regional librarian. 

Opportunities for joint meetings and close liaison with other workers with the blind 
the area served the library should provided. Contact with home teachers 
especially important. 

II. Salaries for the staff libraries for the blind should comparable those paid the 
staff other libraries the vicinity for comparable responsibility. 


PHYSICAL CONDITIONS 

The books published for the blind are heavy and bulky. The book service almost 
entirely mail. Records are more numerous than are required public library and 
are essential the operation. 

Proper equipment and sufficient, well-planned floor space will materially reduce both 
the physical load service and the cost operation. The Library Congress should 
establish minimum standards for physical plants which should required every 
regional library for the blind. 


RECORDS 

Records tend multiply any library and periodic checks their usefulness are 
important. 

recommended that the forthcoming Manual Operations for Libraries for the 
Blind published the Library Congress consulation with the librarians 
regional libraries establish firmly the essential records kept. Liaison provided 
the field workers recommended order, through better communication, provide 
exchange experience that will enable each library take advantage efficient 
changes method adopted any one library. Individual initiative the part each 
library staff should encouraged. also important that library service for the blind 
should protected from the accretion unnecessary and obsolete records. 
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BOOK SELECTION 

Book selection the Library Congress based the assumption that the 
reading needs and desires the blind reader are the same those the sighted reader. 
study has ever been made determine the validity this assumption. The American 
Foundation for the Blind has plans under way for such study the near future. 
recommended that the study proceed rapidly possible. 

II. The present experiments format which reduce costs and make more copies 
available should continued. The paper-covered braille book successful example 
such experimentation. 

III. further recommended that special appropriation provided funds ear- 
marked permit rapid development core collection books for children. 


important that this collection developed rapidly without interfering with the required 
growth the adult collection. 


COMMUNICATION 

the present time each regional library operates separate vacuum with regular 
communication with the others. fact, the isolation even more complete since the 
physical pattern the work leads the location the library for the blind place 
remote from other functions the parent library. The overwhelming work load requires 
much the time the librarian for the blind that communication with professional 
colleagues meager. Simplification routines and extensions service developed one 
library are learned only chance other libraries. 

recommended that the Library Congress publish regularly, least every month, 
bulletin which will provide interchange ideas and information between the 


regional libraries and will, addition, inform these libraries the current thinking and 
plans the national library for the blind. 


TALKING BOOK MACHINES 
The distribution talking book machines has traditionally been undertaken 
agency within the state separate from the regional library for the blind. This practice 
many states has resulted distribution having little liaison with the regional 
library. Since basic information reading ability, reading interests, and the needs the 
borrower are essential good library service, recommended: 
That the responsibility for distribution talking book machines assigned 
the regional libraries, 
That, with closer coordination the state level, home teachers, their counter- 
parts states where this title not used, instructed the need for this 
information the library that they can responsible for seeing that 
made available, 
That field staff assigned the libraries make certain that the readers know 
how use their machines, that they are receiving satisfactory service and that they 
receive readers’ advisory service needed. 


TALKING BOOK MACHINE REPAIR 

The present plan authorized the Library Congress requires all major machine 
repair done central location with occasional minor repairs performed four 
regional repair centers. actual fact, many the repairs are accomplished locally 
because the supply machines inadequate and repairs the central location take much 
longer. 

recommended that the central repair agency used only for machines which need 
such major repairs that they cannot accomplished locally. This agency could continue 
make final decisions the discarding machines and cannibalize those parts still 
usable. All other repairs should performed local contract. The ability the 
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contractor perform repairs satisfactory manner could controlled standards 
established the Library Congress. 


TECHNICAL PROBLEMS 

recommended that research the fields production the embossed book, 
the development reading machines, and the methods recording sound continue. 
Faster, more economical and more satisfactory methods producing books for use 
the blind are needed. 

II. major change reading machines imminent, the total change-over should 
planned and executed one time. Provision must made for immediate supply 
reading material for the blind the change makes the current library stock obsolete. 


PUBLICITY FOR PROGRAM 
recommended that greatly expanded public relations program concerning the 
service inaugurated. The program should aimed especially those people who 
not now use the service and who would not hear about through the usual channels. 
The federal government, state library agencies and regional libraries for the blind all 
have responsibility for such program. 


FURTHER STUDY NEEDED 

recommended that further study made the following important areas. 

Books for Blind Children. The inclusion service children the Books for 
the Blind Act has recently opened new field. What kind library service 
needed, what type books will best serve their needs, what will needed 
addition book service, how will the library located hundreds miles from the 
school best serve both teacher and children? These and many other problems must 
solved expect the blind child today assume his rightful place 
full-fledged responsible citizen tomorrow. 

Book Selection. study has even been made the reading needs and desires 

the blind. Such study should include both library users and non-users. The 

assumption that the reading needs the blind are similar the sighted which 
guides the present policy book selection can neither affirmed nor denied 
until thoroughgoing study the blind population completed. 

Standards. There demonstrated need for set basic standards for library 
service for the blind. These standards should serve measure for both federal 
and state officials. library consistently falls below the established standard, the 
responsibility for service the blind should placed elsewhere. 

Research. Research must continued without diminution the hope that 
some day the blind will longer need special libraries and special media but 
will have access the entire wealth the printed word through some simple 
electronic device, which can conveniently carried about and which will act 
interpreter print that the blind may read whatever they wish whenever 
they desire. 


ALL THOSE WHO HAVE been concerned 
with this survey, whether committee 
members, librarians readers, have 
agreed that simplified statement 
the over-all task for the future should 
include two major objectives: 


The retooling re-formation 
basic facilities that the anticipated 
doubling the number the reading 
audience the next twenty-five years 
can achieved with greater ease. 

Copies the complete 


Improvement library service 
the more than 50,000 persons now com- 
prising the users the libraries for the 
blind. 


472 


port may obtained from the Ameri- 
can Foundation for the Blind, West 
Sixteenth Street, New York 11, New 
York. —Helga Lende 
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mother joins the teacher 


INTERPRETING THE BLIND CHILD 


HESTER TURNER, Ed.D. 


RECENTLY ONE daughters an- 
swered the telephone 
“Mommie, man wants talk you 
and handsome.” This the 
with daughters. Physical features 
are relatively unimportant, for they 
rely other senses determining 
appearance, form, and detail. 

Mary and Jane were prematurely 
handicapped. Each has some vision 
one eye, but both are legally and edu- 
cationally blind. most respects they 
are just like any other average nine- 
year-olds. They run, skip, walk six 
blocks school alone, dive and swim, 
are equally home trampoline 
dance floor, make their beds, and 
help with other household chores. 
They differ that they never sit 
still and look books; fact, they 
rarely just sit. Activity their dom- 
inant characteristic. Their hands are 
constantly busy exploring their en- 
vironment. 


Although 


the girls attended the 


Dr. Turner, mother four children, 
professor education Lewis and 
Clark College, Portland, Oregon, and 
member the Arizona and the Oregon bars. 
Her B.A. degree from Our Lady the Lake, 
San Antonio, and her M.A. and LL.B. degrees 
respectively from Texas Teachers College 
and University Arizona. 
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state school for the blind for first 
grade, they have been enrolled the 
public elementary school our dis- 
trict since that time. itinerant tea- 
cher gives each hour individual 
instruction each day during which 
time, besides learning 
and other tools, they are given sup- 
plementary help their total school 
program. The remainder the day 
they spend the school room with 
the regular class. 

teacher, understand the dif- 
ficulty handling larger than aver- 
age size class, especially when visu- 
ally handicapped child added the 
load. mother, sincerely grate- 
ful the teachers who have volun- 
teered take children their 
class, and who have labored pro- 
vide equal opportunity for them 
learn. 

not that wiser than the 
teachers that make these sugges- 
tions, but only that know daugh- 
ters better than they: 


Premature praise based emo- 
tionalized concept should avoided 
and judgment the girls should 
any other child expected do. 

girls identify attitudes the 

tone voice, and while smile 


n 
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can take the edge off rebuke for 
seeing child, the visually handi- 
capped hears only the crossness. So, 
also, smiles approval from across 
the room encouraging nod 
the head are missed. Physical con- 
tact, pat, touch are more 
frequently needed for assurance. 


crete concept object through 
mere verbalization. Mary and Jane 
need touch, rub, smell, even 
taste establish conceptual pat- 
terns. More exact explanations are 
often needed when the material be- 
ing presented mainly visual 
stimulant. Often they pretend 
see know something that 
completely foreign. They must, 
times, pinned down order 
determine their concept cor- 
rect. 


boring and often difficult for 


the girls wait for someone 
have the time give individual 
instruction. Jane may get restless 
and interrupt, wiggle, manifest 
some other form socially un- 
approved behavior. Mary, quite the 
opposite, will conform 
pressure and sit quietly making hen 


scratches her paper, pretending 
she writing are the other stu- 
dents. 

Straining learn without visual 
sensations extremely tiring 
times, and the girls occasionally 
show signs fatigue more quickly 
than others. 

The teacher should alert help 
the girls determine when she 
the classroom when they need 
her. 

The teacher, helping other 
youngsters the class under- 
stand and accept the visually hand- 
icapped one, not only makes 
easier for daughters but for all 
handicapped people. Through her 
efforts the feeling toward blindness 
may changed that the future 
generations will accept them 
people. 


sincerely hope that daughters’ 


teachers will feel free call 
whenever they feel that can 
assistance. There need apolo- 
gize for their lack time inade- 
quacies; have been stumped many 
times fully understand their feelings 
frustration. 


MANUFACTURERS GENUINE MOUNTAIN HICKORY 
WHITE CANES FOR THE BLIND SINCE 1925. 


The Original Cane for the Blind, 34” 48” long. 


Can also furnish special Fluorescent canes with light reflectant qualities. 


MINTON CO., INC. 


Barbourville, Kentucky 


Write for our price list. 
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NEW SALES PROGRAM 


TRAINING WORKSHOPS plays vital 
part the rehabilitation many vis- 
ually handicapped persons. This phase 
rehabilitation training may have 
varying effects individual blind 
persons. They may employed tem- 
porarily permanently, full part 
time, but one thing certain 
properly organized workshop program 
—products will manufactured. The 
labor expended will 
eventually create item that some- 
one can use. The next step sell 
the item. Many methods 
plans have from time time been 
developed, some good, some bad. 
many know, some the 
sales methods, some the packaging 
ideas, some the printed copy 
the articles, are not particularly flat- 
tering the workmanship the 
ability the blind worker. The print- 
information many packages and 
labels emphasizes the handicap: “This 
blind-made product help the 
blind help themselves.” Many agen- 
cies have emphasized 
appeal using the picture man 
wearing dark glasses and accompanied 
his guide dog; that the item 
good quality product and guaranteed 
satisfy often conveyed small 
type information secondary im- 


Mr. Foote sales manager National 
Industries for the Blind, New York, N.Y. 
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portance. long this type emo- 
tional merchandising used will 
adversely affect the achievement 
higher standards shops and their 
products those who are striving 
that direction. 

many workshops developed 
“wisdom and stature” and, equally im- 
portant, “in manufacturing and produc- 
tion know-how,” they began use the 
techniques developed 
production line manfacturing, which 
has resulted certain challenges, and 
which have been good for our entire 
field. 

Production line manufacturing has 
brought about uniformity articles, 
lower unit cost, and increased pro- 
duction, which turn resulted 
another challenge, and “thereon hangs 
this tale.” 

the workshop production lines 
turned out more and better products 
reasonable cost, was necessary 
for the sales program keep pace 
and develop adequate market the 
increased production. 

Personnel charge sales develop- 
ment for the various agencies studied 
sales and advertising methods used 
industry and decided that trade- 
mark brand identification 
would very helpful planning 
increased national and local sales. 

National Industries for the Blind, 
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cooperating with the agencies for the 
blind that operate workshops, has 
veloped and registered 


The growth Skilcraft has been 
rather rapid, and Skilcraft products 
are now being distributed many 
ways: Skilcraft products are used 
government sales program Army, 
Navy, Air Force and Marine commis- 
saries. Regional sales programs oper- 
ated non-profit agencies are now 
using Skilcraft brand merchandise. 
Individual agencies are using Skilcraft 
brand items their local trade terri- 
tories. Skilcraft-labeled merchandise 
being sold chain and supermarket 
systems. 

purpose familiarize you 
with the aims, philosophies and oper- 
ational methods agencies furnishing 
merchandise under the Skilcraft label 
and registered trademark. 

necessary set certain rules, regu- 
lations, Skilcraft regula- 
tions are simple, concise, direct and 
clear. 

The Skilcraft label can only 
non-profit agencies for the blind that 
maintain workshops conforming 
recognized production regulations such 
the percentage blind persons 
direct labor, maintenance 
cards, proper accounting records, etc. 

Skilcraft marked merchandise can 
only sold through sales programs 
controlled non-profit agencies 
through direct sales channels such 
department stores, chains, etc. (It 
the utmost importance 
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craft-marked merchandise 
from exploitation; therefore, sales 
direct consumer profit sales organ- 
izations jobbers wholesalers are 
forbidden.) 

Skilcraft-marked merchandise must 
maintain certain quality standard and, 
therefore, any article marked must 
first submitted National Indus- 
tries for the Blind for approval 
quality, price, type package, in- 
formation package, and method 
distribution. 

These basic requirements for use 
the Skilcraft trademark are agreed 
upon contract between the agency 
for the blind and National Industries. 
The Skilcraft trademark available 
not only agencies associated with 
but available any agency 
that can comply with the agreement 
terms. Many our field have noted 
that the Skilcraft trademark 
aging philosophy already bringing 
about 
change our entire field. 

blind person through the entire re- 
habilitation process point where 
believes society will accept him 
equal, and then find him em- 
ployed either temporarily perman- 
ently agency workshop where, 
order sell the fruits his labor, 
the sales program must also 
physical handicap. The 
gram can help correct this condition 
that exists many our workshop 
sales programs. Note that Skilcraft 
packaging and advertising copy em- 
phasizes quality, usefulness, attractive- 
ness, price and incidentally, small 
print, Product Blind Craftsmen.” 

Our goal arrive the day 
when will remove even the small 
print the trademark Product 
Blind Craftsmen.” will come and 
the entire field will benefit. 

National Industries for the Blind 
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Skilcraft 
‘A PRODUCT OF 
BLIND CRAFTSMEN 


and the agencies now using the Skil- 
craft trademark are anticipating that 
Skilcraft will eventually receive 
tional recognition and acceptance 
the general public trade name 


workshops for the blind. 

the Skilcraft name becomes bet- 
ter known increasingly important 
that the Skilcraft trademark 
tected from exploitation, 


fore are asking those who are 
work for the blind and all who are 
interested make their personal re- 
sponsibility see that the Skilcraft 
trademark not exploited and used 
only accordance with the principles 
outlined here. there are any ques- 
tions suggestions connection with 
Skilcraft planning please call write 
National Industries for the Blind, 
New York. 


Revised Music Manual 


THE ENGLISH BRAILLE edition the 
Revised International Manual 
Braille Music Notation has been com- 
pleted and now available all who 
are interested braille music. 

The manual the outgrowth sev- 
eral years’ work and the direct result 
the July 1954 Paris meeting the 
World Council for the Welfare the 
Blind and the World Braille Council. 
That meeting, under the patronage 
UNESCO, was attended delegates 
from nineteen countries who carefully 
explored the possibility revising the 
1929 International Manual Braille 
Music Notation with view elimi- 
nating discrepancies effect maximum 
uniformity method from country 
country, introducing standard rules for 
certain instruments purposes not 
included the 1929 manual, and gen- 
erally insuring ease reading for 
blind musicians all ages. 

The 1954 conference Paris was 
greatly assisted the wealth in- 
formation circulated advance 
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Louis Rodenberg, who served 
pre-conference UNESCO consultant 
and rapporteur during the sessions 
themselves. Many important conclu- 
sions were reached that meeting, 
while other unresolved problems were 
assigned Harry Victor Spanner, 
England, the WCWB braille music 
secretary, for final resolution con- 
sultation with competent group 
consultants and correspondence with 
the conference delegates. 

The new braille edition the Re- 
vised International Manual represents 
the completion the first stage Mr. 
Spanner’s work. two volumes, 
and may purchased cost 
$2.50, postage included, the 
World Council for the Welfare the 
Blind, West Seventeenth Street, New 
York 11, Remittance requested 
with order. 

anticipated that the English ink- 
print edition this manual will 
available the end this year. The 
price and other details will an- 
nounced later date. 
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DEVELOPMENTS 


Reading Machines 


RESULT THE four conferences 
reading machines for the blind 
sponsored this office between 1954 
and 1956, courses action became 
quite crystallized. Research proposals 
were received from number groups 
and small committee consultants 
reviewed them January 1957. Brief 
descriptions the three contracts 
awarded result these develop- 
ments, work already being done under 
previous contract, work Veterans 
Administration Laboratories and 
Intelligent Machines Research Corpor- 
ation, and project considered for 
support fiscal year 1958 comprise 
this report. 


The Development and Evaluation 
Aural Reading Device for the 
Blind Battelle Memorial Institute, 
Columbus Ohio. 


Work has already started 
project with aims develop 
form psycholgical evaluation im- 
proved direct-translating, home-type 
reading machine. This will de- 
velopment the older RCA A-2 Read- 
er, embodying 
ing those suggested the University 
Michigan after tests the A-2 
Reader and the Heasley subcom- 
mittee report the Fourth Conference 
Reading Machines. felt that this 
machine, while possibly limited 
about thirty words per minute reading 


Released July by, and reprinted per- 
mission from, Research and Development Divi- 
sion, Prosthetic and Sensory Aids Service, 
Veterans Administration, New York. 
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rate, will simple, inexpensive, port- 
able, and useful for variety per- 
sonal and vocational tasks involving 
short periods reading. The com- 
plexity the output tone this 
type device believed the 
limiting factor for reading rate and 
not expected that such instruments will 
provide routine reading high enough 
rates for pleasure relaxation. 


Research Audible Outputs Read- 
ing Machines for the Blind Haskins 
Laboratories, Inc., New York, N.Y. 


research type contract 
made with Haskins Labs., formerly 
the central laboratory for the Com- 
mittee Sensory Devices and out- 
standing center for research speech 
sounds, study speech 
like sounds connection with the 
audible output reading machines. 
hoped that the chirping tones 
the Optophone and A-2 type de- 
vices will supplanted sounds 
drawn from normal speech, 
essarily arranged, however, or- 
der recognizable any 
guage. For example, vertical bar 
letter might recognized and used 
The Haskins group will also study 
means synthesizing English speech 
connected form output for 
machine that actually recognizes 
letters. Surprisingly clear speech 
“foreign accent” can already pro- 
duced using the “pattern playback” 
machine play synthetic speech spec- 
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trograms painted according written 
rules from phonetic transcription 
the text. reasonable time, 
hoped, library-size machine will 
able generate the sounds directly 
when supplied with the correct con- 
trol voltages. Somewhat more time 
would needed build computer 
transform written English into pho- 
netic spelling, with only moderate 
compromises quality reduce com- 
plexity. Teletypesetter tape could 
used once input, but recog- 
nition type reading machines are be- 
ing developed rapidly for banking and 
commercial uses. 


Output Characteristics and Construc- 
tion Interim Word-Reading 
Machine Haskins Laboratories, Inc., 
New York, N.Y. 


more direct project Haskins Labs. 
involves the construction mechani- 
cally controlled, recorded tape “word 
dictionary” permit study large 
volumes spoken material comprised 
the pre-recorded words. The real 
goals are study language problems 
involved and determine psycholog- 
ical reactions users such serv- 
ice after the novelty wears off, rather 
than develop hardware, but pre- 
sumably machine least limited 
value will result. Teletypsetter tape 
will sensed “recognize” individ- 
ual letters, which will used lo- 
cate the addresses the correspond- 
ing tape-recorded spoken words, and 
the output will stored auxil- 
iary tape stopped during dictionary 
searching. Playing the auxiliary tape 
give connected English speech 
with perhaps odd inflections, 
casional spelling words not 
the pre-recorded “dictonary.” Haskins 
Labs. will look into such questions 
the best inflection for word based 
its probable use context and 
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the acceptable frequency breaking 
with the spelling out process, 
compromise permit economical size 
vocabulary. 


Spelled Speech Research for Auto- 
matic Readers Usable the Blind 
and the Blinded—University South- 
ern California, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Progress has been made improv- 
ing the pronunciation the names 
letters increase the speed com- 
prehension “spelled speech” (to 
differentiated from “spelling bee” 
which was given limited tests the 
Committee Diagnostic Reading 
Tests, Inc.) Efforts have been made 
avoid monotony, provide some 
inflection and allow for the use, 
with reasonable transition, letters 
any sequence encountered Eng- 
lish. series “pronunciation alpha- 
bets” approaching the desired ideal 
has already been recorded. The best 
alphabet would used the out- 
put for library-type reading 
machine capable recognizing actu- 
printed characters. Such machines 
are under rather rapid development 
for business purposes. the mean- 
time the alphabets can tested us- 
ing the equivalent letter-by-letter rec- 
ognition provided currently avail- 
able punched tapes which are by-pro- 
ducts the printing and communica- 
tion industries. 


Faximile Visagraph—Research and De- 
velopment Division, Prosthetic and 
Sensory Aids Service, Veterans Admin- 
istration, New York, N.Y. 


Work underway putting the 
Faximile Visagraph into practical op- 
erating condition. Problems relating 
tearing the aluminum foil, over- 
all resolution the system, sharpness 
the relief contour and actual em- 
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bossing height must yet worked 
out. This instrument should 
ticularly useful for graphs, 
charts, circuit diagrams, etc. 


Telephone Central Office Facsimile 
System—Intelligent Machines Research 
Corporation, Alexandria, Va. 


Without cost the VA, IMR and 
its employees generously volunteered 
the Fourth Reading Machine Con- 
ference devote some effort 
adapting the RCA A-2 reader—and 
eventually the Battelle—for the input 
facsimile system. facsimilie 
scheme was proposed Mr. Pike 
RCA the Second Reading Ma- 
chine Conference, April 1955, and fur- 
ther development Mr. Scherertz, 
then the National Bureau Stand- 
ards. facsimile transmitter the 
blind person’s home office would 
transmit replica document over 
telephone circuit anonymous 
sighted reader the central office, 
who would read the material over 
the phone. The system would have 
the privacy and anonymity tele- 
graph service, which might desir- 
able for personal mail for legal 
other professional office work. The 
sighted reader the central office 


might well shut-in, invalid, 
orthopedically handicapped. us- 
ing direct translating reader fac- 
simile input, IMR hopes use the 
blind person his own servomech- 
anism stay the line and mini- 


mize wasted transmission white 
space. With prompt feedback the 
words, the blind person might gradu- 
ally learn the auditory code directly. 
Availability such service check 
troublesome points might 
plify the learning process for users 
the Batelle instrument when 
comes available. 


Mauch Direct Translating Reading 
Machine Mauch Research 
and Development Laboratory, Dayton, 
Ohio. 


Early fiscal year 1958 hope 
Mauch and Lab. for the de- 
velopment relatively simple direct- 
translating machine which 
duce single complex sound per let- 
ter instead the rough average 
about three the A-2 reader. Pre- 
sumably the reading speed might 
tripled, especially there success 
generating more nearly speech-like 
sounds. 


Braille Embossed New Method 


NOTABLE NEW development braille 
reproduction was demonstrated the 
American Foundation for the Blind 
October representatives the Ad- 
dressograph-Multigraph Corporation. 
From the time the inception 
braille the present, one the meth- 
ods used producing the system has 
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been the slow and laborious one 
embossing dot dot with some kind 
guide, directly paper, which re- 
sults only one copy. Various means 
have been used multiply the num- 
ber copies, using the original trans- 
cription “master,” resulting 
more less satisfactory reproduction 


THE NEW OUTLOOK 


Multigraph Braille Duplicator. 
Characters individual 
braille cells are mounted 
channels the drum which 
then rotated duplicate 
many copies desired. 


within limited numbers copies, and, 
the more successful methods, sub- 
ject more less critical conditions 
such .as temperature, consistency 
“hardening” substances 
master sheet, atmospheric climatic 
conditions, the necessity inconven- 
ient impractical speed handling, 
etc. 

the other extreme braille re- 
production press braille, which an- 
swers the need for hundreds thou- 
sands copies complete volumes 
books periodicals, and which en- 
tails the use stereotyping machines 
emboss metal sheets 
from which the final braille page 
“printed” embossed. 

Between these two extremes 
methods lies the need for one which 
the present simple, practi- 
cable and convenient means had been 
devised. the area which page 
paragraphs, braille material are 
needed “multigraphed,” i.e. several, 
copies. Literally endless kinds ma- 
terial, for endless purposes, could 
used were available requisite 
numbers copies. 

Such method, giving evidence 
meeting the several requirements in- 
volved reproducing braille within 
the range needs here indicated, has 
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been devised the Addressograph- 
Multigraph Corporation with the aid 
and advice braille experts Cleve- 
land, where the above corporation 
located, and technical personnel the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 

Braille embossing excellent qual- 
ity results from the method dem- 
onstrated. Essentially, the method con- 
sists inserting movable types 
electrotypes comprising the braille 
into the grooves the standard mul- 
tigraph machine such used 
many offices and commercial establish- 
ments, and operating the machine 
the same way done for ink 


graphing. 


Standard Ink Multigraph 
Easily Adapted for Braille 


Where standard ink multigraph 
machine already available, all that 
further needed order repre- 
duce braille platen suitable 
specifications (which can also used 
when the machine used for ink 
type, and convenient composing 
stick, all which will available 
from the usual 
graph sources. 

While this should prove 
practical way produce braille ma- 
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terial small lots reasonable cost, 
there actually known limit 
the number copies that 
made once the type set up, with- 
out depreciation quality em- 
bossing. 

The size the page produced 
this method governed the size 
which the multigraph method accom- 
modates. Machines are available with 
two stock widths drums; this di- 
mension determines the length the 
braille (or ink type) line. The stand- 
ard holds maximum thirty-three 
cells the line. 

Transcribing while hand-setting 
type will, practice, prove 


much more rapid than the slate- 
and-stylus method, but not rapid 
the keyboard method braille 
writer. Proofreading and making cor- 
rections will greatly facilitated, 
since typesetting errors will necessarily 
involve complete cell units rather 
than individual dots, and types can 
readily removed inserted. 
Volunteer transcribing groups, agen- 
cies for the blind, and any organiza- 
tions serving blind people will find 
the process worth investigating for 
their own use. Addressograph-Multi- 
graph dealers throughout the country 
will soon position demon- 
strate and supply the equipment. 


1957 Migel Awards 
Father Carroll and Chappell 


FATHER CARROLL, director 
the Catholic Guild for the Blind, 
Boston, and chaplain the Blinded 
Veterans Association, and Hiram 
Chappell, rehabilitation specialist for 
the blind the Office Vocational 
Rehabilitation, Washington, received 
the 1957 Migel Medal for Outstanding 
Service the Blind ceremonies 
October the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind. 

The date, the third Thursday 
October, was the annual Foundation 
Day, which the usual date for the 
presentation and the occasion also 
for the annual meetings the member- 
ship the corporation and the 
trustees, the annual reports the 
president and the executive director, 
and the informal reception for all 
Foundation personnel. 

the absence Miss Helen Keller, 
who has traditionally made the formal 
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presentation the years since the 
establishment the Migel award 
Major Migel 1937, Dr. 
Howard Rusk read Miss Keller’s 
remarks each the and 
Peter Salmon, executive director 
the Industrial Home for the Blind, 
Brooklyn, presented the medals. Dr. 
Rusk professor and chairman the 
Department Physical Medicine and 
Rehabilitation New York University 
College Medicine, director the 
Institute Physical Medicine and Re- 
habilitation, New 
Bellevue Medical Center, and associate 
editor the New York Times. 

his opening remarks, Dr. Rusk 
addressed the honored guests and the 
assembled friends and workers for the 
terms: 

would like take this occasion 
speak for about hour and half, 
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but going confine remarks 
saying you something that have 
wanted long say, and that that 
the field general physical re- 
habilitation recognize that are the 
youngsters-come-lately; that 
losophy and the basic patterns have 
been established you who have done 
such fundamental service for the blind 
through the decades; that the physi- 
cally handicapped were lorgotten peo- 
ple. came together really during 
the war can remember some 
our earliest casualiies the Air Force 
during the Second World War, casual- 
ties who not only had the problems 
blindness, but terrific disfigurement, 
emotional problems and all the 
things that come with severe disability. 
was then, think, that came 
recognize what you had done through 
the years and take leaves from your 
book, and you were kind enough 
take our hands and walked together 
meeting the problems the severely 
disabled. you will accept 
the field medical rehabilitation, 
like think ourselves junior 
partners this effort yours, plagi- 
arizing your policies and philosophies 
but working toward the same goal, and 
proud working the same side 
the street. For all the things you 
have given us, thank you. 

deeply grateful Miss Keller 
for inviting come here and read 
her message you and participate 
this heart-warming presentation. 
must apologize for the first recipient. 
were all very proud when came 
down the Institute Rehabilitation 
consult with and let work with 
him physical disability that had 
caused him little personal incon- 
venience. have tell you because 
you could never recognize look 
him that good deal better than 
was month ago. But have him 
crippled here crutches (which 
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hasten say still the field 
prevention) not very good for 
our program, but I’m stuck and have 
take him is. Father Thomas 
Carroll, would you get your sticks 
and move over the microphone 
Father Carroll, this great honor 
for me— because have been old 
read you these words 
from Helen Keller: 

‘Mr. Ziegler, Major Migel, and 
friends: 

‘It warms all the way through 
present you, Father Carroll, the 
Migel Medal for Outstanding Service 
the Blind. 

‘Proudly remember visit the 
Convalescent Home for War Blinded 
Soldiers Avon, Connecticut, and 
who know your achievements are 
thrilled the constructive energy with 
which you and others helped restore 
1200 servicemen usefulness and the 
pride normal living. Saints are 
revered because they have shown the 
spirit which one should serve, and 
you are among those who lift the work 
for the blind into beauty and signific- 
ance through your sincerity. 

‘Your speeches contain delicious 
New England humor which creates 
healthy attitudes towards blindness 
the seeing. that unusual approach 
rehabilitation you inspire the blind 
productive activity which alone can 
reconduct them into normal society. 
join deepest thanks you and 
the wish that you may long remain 
among with your stimulating per- 
sonality, valuable counsel 
standing 

Mr. Salmon, presenting the medal 
Father Carroll, said him and 
the assembled guests: 

that all that has done, his ingenuity, 
his devotion, the high-minded way 
which has lifted work for the blind, 
and the way has given each one 
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us, individually, some soul searching 
all those things and much more 
can only matched the love and 
the high respect that have for him 
worker our field. are indeed 
congratulated and hope that 
Father Carroll will with for many 
years come.” 

addressing Mr. Chappell, Dr. 
Rusk recalled his own early years 
Middle West farm boy, and acknowl- 
edged how difficult Mr. Chappell’s par- 
ticular achievements the area re- 
habilitation blind people agricul- 
tural pursuits is. Great patience and 
understanding people who work 
the soil have been demonstrated Mr. 
Chappell this phase particularly 
his many contributions, Dr. Rusk said. 

Miss Keller’s message was: 

“And now, Mr. Chappell, 
special pleasure for present you 
with the medal. You have shown 
novel way how the spirit can conquer 
with will power and ingenuity. 

“In you see one with varied 
handicaps who has gallantly triumphed 
with exceptional mind and heart 
wholly devoted your task. are 
inspired your cheery courage 
demonstrating your own abilities and 
showing how others without sight can 
win with flying colors the struggle 
wring fertility from the soil. Your many 
years experiments have enabled large 
numbers blind people blaze trails 
activity both industry and agri- 
culture. gratifying that 3,500 blind 
farm workers are already entirely 
partly self-supporting. Through you 
the blind America and the rest 
the world will rejoice greater pos- 
sibilities achievement than their 
past history.” 

Presenting the medal Mr. Chap- 
pell, Mr. Salmon said: 

me, the great thing that you 
exemplify that quiet spirit work- 
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ing and getting results. Somehow 
seems that sooner later people will 
find out about the person that has 
great mind, that has great energy, and 
that has great devotion that entirely 
unselfish. hope that all the days 
your life you will remember the fact 
that this medal was much award 
cause your professional attainments, 
which are many.” 

Father Carroll and Mr. Chappell 
each responded modesty 
honor bestowed upon them. Father 
Carroll said, 

should seeking worldly honors, 
that should seeking always human 
honors, and yet the other hand God 
does give special areas, special times, 
places satisfaction, and these nine- 
the field work fer the blind there 
have been many, many these times 
when one feels great and immediate 
satisfaction with the work hand, with 
having had the opportunity this 
that. this day the feelings are 
not humility, but attempt 
humility and with deep gratitude, 
beyond this, there gratitude God 
today that great measure grati- 
tude for having worked with you, 
gratitude just for the love that brought 
many you here today. God 
with you.” 

speaking his accomplishments, 
Mr. Chappell acknowledged that 
were worthy recognition his partner 
all times was God who gave strength 
carry on. expressed the view 
that was his good fortune, the 
one hand, having had sight for the 
first twenty-three years his life, and 
early enough age enable him 
adjust the loss. 
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Hindsight 


Robert Barnett 


THE SAGA EYELESS SIGHT 


Who there that believes one who 
has eyes can see? Let immedi- 
ately eliminate all whose belief 
founded upon faith religious mir- 
the tale have tell, essential 
divest one’s self awe for the 
miraculous the supernatural. Bring 
only your coldest analytical mind, for 
our host wishes 
powers much shuns the magi- 
cian’s masquerade. 

Tuesday, October 22, enter with 
the eighth floor the 
Ambassador Hotel New York City. 
Grasp the welcoming hand our 
host, soft-spoken southerner gen- 
tle sincerity. Sit down 
able chair, and exchange hello’s with 
handful others ensconced about 
the room. Watch with intense interest 
now, and listen with growing sensa- 
tions many sorts the unsophisti- 
cated teen-age daughter our host 
reads from magazine. She 
reads with her eyes encased 
ton, the cotton secured 
fitting opaque mask, the mask sealed 
its edges with scotch tape. 

Sit there and wonder why you came 
this private room watch dem- 
onstration that you’ve often 
fore stimulating floor show act 
for jaded night club patrons. You 
idly reflect upon your lack con- 
cern over whether it’s trick. Those 
times, night clubs, you permitted 
yourself impressed—you applaud- 
ed—and went away indulgently friend- 
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but still certain there’s catch 
somewhere. 

But here you are—and not 
idly unconcerned. You’re not just 
amused skeptic. You’re dead earn- 
est, for the soft-spoken southerner 
repeating his advertised statement that 
totally blind person can read just 
like the teen-age girl reading—with- 
out eyes. And you who are hearing 
and pondering—you are totally blind. 

Follow now the conversation. Some- 
one asks, “Can she read anything you 
put the table?” Answer: “Why 
don’t you try her?” then: some- 
one places his identification cards be- 
fore her. She reads them. Now the 
father-teacher asks your neighbor, 
“Would you mind shuffling this deck 
cards?” Agreed. Playing cards then 
placed one time quick succes- 
sion front the blindfolded girl. Her 
voice, only slightly hesitant “Jack 
clubs—ten diamonds—six spades—.” 

Another questioner now. “Can your 
daughter these things without you 
near her?” The sincere southerner ig- 
nores the implication rehearsed cue 
signals—generously walks corridor 
foyer with the two other men who 
seem associated with him his 
enterprise. The girl now handed new 
material. She continues read, apol- 
ogizing sweetly for inability 
nounce words unfamiliar com- 
plex nature. 

The trio return. The girl permit- 
ted rest bit, while discussion 
warmly encouraged. Suddenly, 
dam, must insist that you not poke 
about daughter’s face. makes her 
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from the southerner, 
longer gentle and indeed hos- 
tile. The lady addressed returnifig 
her seat, “I’m sorry. simply wished 
examine the blindfold.” Kindly, 
now, expression complete will- 
ingness permit examination. The 
blindfold removed, and passed around 
the room for handling and studying. 
Explanations: the mask was made from 
plaster Paris cast her face. 
fits the top half her face snugly and 
perfectly and will fit other face. 

Question now from another observ- 
er. would appreciated the fa- 
ther would explain his theory how 
the girl accomplishes the reading. 
not know. might have something 
with telepathy. can only say 
that can teach anyone else 
this just taught her. confi- 
dent can teach totally 
son the same thing. 
the only requirement that the per- 
son must want learn badly enough.” 

“Are you religious man?” (That 
sounded like it.) 

“No not. have read the 
Good Book many times though. 
remember the stories how the blind 
were restored their sight, and have 
wanted prove for years that can 
happen again and again. for this 
reason that have given regu- 
lar job with the railroad.” 

“Have you ever tried teach 
blind person?” 

“No, have not, but cer- 
tain can done. All need are 
some blind persons who 
try and the proper facilities 
start school. have been shocked 
learn that apparently one cares 
about giving blind people back their 
sight.” 

understand you have been 
attempting secure gifts money 
for this purpose. you mean that 
has been 
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have spent all money 
traveling around giving these demon- 
strations, and most people act like 
trying put something over 
that crooked.” 

“Why don’t you prove your 
theory least one blind person 
before you repeat your requests for 
money establish school teach 

“That exactly what want 
do. don’t want any blind person 
get his hopes unduly.” 

Return now the young lady 
the center attention. The obvious 
question the question reportedly 
asked every demonstration now 
out: “Can she read with just any 
kind blindfold, must she have 
only that one you have prepared? 
table napkin? Will she demonstrate 
some more and this time without 
the mask?” 


Tenseness and stubbornness 


the southerner now. “If must take 
our time this afternoon arguing 
about the blindfold, may well 
stop right now. sick people 
implying that there something 
wrong with the mask. tell you—I 
simply will not fight the blindfold 
any more.” 

“But, sir, this the one point upon 
which all the skepticism which you 
have yourself reported cannot help but 
hinge. you want people like 
share your confidence yourself, you 
owe dispel the feeling that 
there’s trick it.” 

may set psychological block. Un- 
expected things make hard 
daughter. However, will it.” 

Secured now large napkin. Folded, 
placed around the upper half 
the girl’s face. She begins. leafing 
through magazine, describing adver- 
tisements reading titles articles 
which appear large print. 
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-“Can you remove your hand from over 
your mouth, please? cannot under- 
stand all you are saying.” This the 
girl from the lady observer who had 
offended earlier. After time, 
really very sorry, but- your habit 
keeping your hand your face 
still prevents understanding you.” 
The hand removed. 

Now toward the end the demon- 
stration, you keep your head 
like the critical lady 
really are not looking the di- 
rection the book, but rather more 
straight ahead you. Must you keep 
that posture?” Answer: don’t sup- 
pose so, although 
thought much about it.” 

Demonstration over. Another ques- 
tion: 

“Is true that you 
group have incorporated yourselves?” 

Virginia order have way 
receiving help from those who would 


like help with their contribu- 
tions money.” 

“What the name the organiza- 
tion?” 

“Well, changed our minds time 
two, but finally decided name 
the Foundation for Eyeless Sight.” 

Leave now. Go.'back your office, 
and from office home. Think over 
all you have observed. the girl not 
peeking, then you have been witness 
something positively uncanny. Even 
so, this still doesn’t mean that blind 
person can learn how it. the 
other hand, there really sound 
basis for mistrust for classifying the 
demonstration the category the 
stage show then here’s another prob- 
lem. Many who wish help blind 
persons may led believe, and 
maybe many blind persons will put 
through useless processes for reputed 
training. they never learn read— 
they simply did not want too badly 
enough. 


News Briefs 


The sixty-fourth anniversary the 
Brooklyn Industrial Home for 
Blind October was marked 
ground-breaking ceremony for new 
$75,000 residential annex Burrwood, 
the IHB’s residential facility for aging 
blind and deaf-blind persons Long 
Island. The annex will accommodate 
over 260 more blind and deaf-blind 
persons Burrwood. Also October 
the IHB opened its new Long Island 
Rehabilitation Center Archer Ave- 
nue Jamaica. 


hour educational television programs, 
“World Medicine,” which began 
September 23, one “The Eye” 
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scheduled for showing over twenty-two 
Stations various respective dates 
from December 1957, until February 
1958. Those interested seeing this 
telecast and whose areas are served 
educational television stations should 
consult their local programs for the 
date this show. Dr. Conrad Berens, 
Dr. Arnold Breakey, and Dr. John 
Harry King, Jr., are three ophthalmolo- 
gists who appear the show. The 
thirteen-program series produced 
under service grant from 
Schering Corporation, pharmaceutical 
manufacturer. 


the second year operation 
the joint training unit program the 
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New York Guild for the Jewish Blind 
and the New York School Social 
Work, Columbia University, seven 
graduate fellowship awards $1,200 
each were made. Students attend classes 
the New York School ‘and con- 
centrated field work the Guild. 

The students awarded fellowships 
are Mrs. Ruth Blustein, Brooklyn, 
Y.; Josephine Catena, Newark, J.; 
Sheila Fleishman, Bronx, Y.; Viola 
Levy, Brooklyn, Y.; Laura Simms, 
Washington, C.; Joan Smullen, 
Rutherford, and Tomiko Tana- 
ami, Paulo, Brazil. Mrs. Claire Hei- 
mark, Blue Earth, Minn., who holds 
fellowship from another agency, also 
studying with the unit. 


Dorothy Steinert, social case worker 
with the Massachusetts Division the 
Blind, was cited Colby Junior Col- 
lege October for outstanding accom- 
plishments her chosen profession. 
She received the Achievement Award 
that college. Miss Steinert has been 


with the Massachusetts Division the 
Blind since 1952, and prior that she 
interned for two years the Veterans 
Administration hospital White River 
Junction, Vt. 

graduate Colby Junior College, 
Miss Steinert holds B.A. degree from 
Skidmore College and M.S. degree 
from the Simmons School Social 
Work. 


New York City small business 
firm, the Gift Craft Leather Company, 
has been presented with the first an- 
nual award the New York Young 
Men’s Board Trade and the Institute 
for the Crippled and Disabled recog- 
nition the company’s outstanding 
contribution the employment and 
acceptance handicapped people. 
Major General Melvin Maas, blind, 
chairman the President’s Committee 
for the Employment the Physically 
Handicapped, presented the award 
Spencer Ordover, president and owner 
the Gift Craft Leather Company. 


Classified Corner 


This department New Outlook service 
readers who wish publish notices posi- 
tions open for application well those who 
are seeking employment the field work for 
the blind deaf-blind. charge made and 
will print space will permit. The 
publishers not vouch for statements 

also will print without charge miscel- 
laneous notices interest professional work- 
ers which are non-commercial nature. All 


other advertising will be accepted at rates 
which are available request. 

THE West 16th Street, New 
York 11, 


Position Open: Administrative assistant di- 
rector services for the blind, State Department 
Social Welfare Kansas. Qualifications in- 
clude college graduation, plus two years’ gradu- 
ate social work study and five years’ social work 
experience; one year administrative experience 
can substituted for one year graduate 
study. Interested applicants please submit 


resumé training and experience background 
and references Harry Hayes, Director, 
Services for the Blind, State Office Building, 
Topeka, Kan. 


Positions Supervisor and counselor 
Rehabilitation Center for the Blind. Both posi- 
tions available immediately. 
training rehabilitation, psychology, social 
work, educational vocational guidance, 
vocational industrial education 
Five years’ experience social 
work, vocational education, vocational guidance 
and counseling related work required for 
supervisor job. Graduate training may sub- 
stituted for two years the experience re- 
quirements. Well-qualified candidates with 
equivalent training and experience not con- 
forming this description should also inquire. 
Write Harry Hayes, Director, Services for the 
Blind, Kansas Department Social Welfare, 
State Office Building, Topeka, Kans. 
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Second class mail privileges authorized 
New York, Publication and editor- 
ial office, West 16th Street, New York 


Issued monthly except July and August. 


Ink-print edition, $3.00 per year (for- 
eign postage, cents additional). Single 
copies current issues, cents; back 
issues, cents $3.00, according 
issue. Braille edition, $1.50 year; single 
copy, cents. Checks for subscriptions 
should made payable the American 
Foundation for the Blind, Inc. 


The Outlook for the Blind May 
1951 succeeded the Outlook for the 
and The Teachers Forum. The Outlook 
for the Blind was founded 1907 
Charles Campbell. 1942 ab- 
sorbed The Teachers Forum for Instruc- 
tors Blind Children which 
published the American Foundation 
for the Blind since 1928. 

The New Outlook for the Blind 
professional magazine for workers with 
the blind, hopes present all sides 
questions but intends non-partisan. 
and does not hold itself responsible 
opinions expressed signed articles. 


For partially sighted man 
assist rehabilitation center program. Should 
able teach travel, orientation, and activi- 
ties daily living. College graduate required. 
Training and/or experience teaching above 
skills desirable but not essential; will provide 
opportunities for training 
are certain. Write Allan Sherman, Di- 
rector, Cleveland Society for the Blind, 1958 
East 93rd St., Cleveland Ohio. 


OPEN: 1958 Summer 


School for the Adult Blind. Applications must 
January 10, 1958. Write Montana As- 
for the Blind, Inc., Box 25, Helena, 


OPEN: For campers Seeing 
Hand Camp for week August 17, 1958. Out- 
of-state friends welcome. For information con- 
tact Miss Ethel Clare Elikan, Executive Direc- 
tor, Seeing Hand Association, 737 Market St., 
Wheeling, Va. 


now employed desires change. Rehabilitation 
including counseling, placement, shops, stands, 
crafts. A.B. degree, graduate study. Supervisory 
preferred but accept employment with 
for advancement. Best references. 
Write Box 17, New Outlook. 


WANTED: blind man, thirty- 
seven, B.A. social science, excellent traveler, 
desires position teacher related work. 
Experience tutoring, administrative and in- 
dustrial work, public relations; fourteen years 
elective public office. Willing relocate. 
References furnished request. Write Mr. 
James 186 Congress Street, Troy, 


WANTED: Totally blind woman, twen- 
ty-two, single, wishes purchase work 
vending stand. Experience working 
snack bar school for the blind and 
vending stand Federal buildings. Two years’ 
experience telephone salesgirl. Write Miss 
Helen Spaid, 204 Orange Street, Oil City, Pa. 


Position WANTED: Administrator. 
experience social welfare agency; four years 
industry. B.S. business administration; 
Masters public administration, majoring 
personnel administration. Write Box 16, New 
Outlook. 


Executive director, forty- 
seven, normal vision. Ten years’ experience 
all phases operating agency for the blind 
—workshop, rehabilitation and readjustment, 
social services, solicitation, recreation. and sub- 
contracts. Business administration graduate. 
Presently employed private industry, but 
anxious return work with the blind. 
Write Box 15, New Outlook. 


WANTED: Home teacher with agency 
for the blind. Ten weeks’ on-the-job training 
home teaching with agency Indiana. B.A. 
and Th.B. degrees. Have taught braille and 
done chair caning and piano tuning while 
school. Write Austin Berkey, Shipshewanna, 
Ind. 


WANTED: Sighted psychol- 
ogist, thirty-nine, desires position assistant 
director chief psycho-social and vocational 
services community agency offering serv- 
ices the handicapped. B.S.S., M.S., M.A. and 
Ph.D. degrees. Employed for past eleven years 
counseling psychologist with Vocational Re- 
habilitation and Education Division Vet- 
erans Administration. Work 
volved close relationship with 
medical disciplines member ophthalmic, 
multiple sclerosis, T.B. and diabetic teams. 
Extensive work with psychoneurotics 
chotics. Experienced lectures large groups 
and supervising graduate field work students. 
Certified psychologist state. Member APA, 
AAWB, APGA, Phi Delta Kappa. Write Box 
New Outlook. 


WANTED: Partially sighted man, 26, 
graduate, skilled teaching broom work, 
caning, and supervisor. Workshop 
school for the blind. Write David Kiger, c/o 
Seeing Hand Association, 737 Market St., 
Wheeling, Va. 


| 
a 
li. 


BUY WHITE CANES 


Made Our Workshop with 100% BLIND LABOR 


Prices Bedford 


Straight Shaft $15.00 per doz. 
Tapered $18.00 per doz. 
discount orders 
one Gross more. 
Shipping weight per doz. 7-8 
Invite Your Orders 


Bedford Branch 


PENNA. FOR THE BLIND 


Box 572 


Bedford, Penna. 


Quality White Canes 
Curved Handle 
Refrigerator White 
Flame Red Tip 


Hard Enamel Finish 
Metal Glider Ferrule 


Straight Shaft 


Made Ash 
Light Weight 
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